CUCTEMA KOOPAUHAT

VK 327

Boennast uarepBeHnsa  Cupus:
BIIepe],
K OTKPOBEHHOV arpeccum?

G.I.)..Simons ] . Canimonc I'./1. -
Military Intervention and Syria:
oving Towards

an Open Aggression?

noxrop I'peropm [lxon CaiiMOHC, HaydHBIH CO-
TPyOHUK Ymmcanbckoro lleHTpa pycckux u eBpormeii-
CKUX HCCIeloBaHNH, YHuBepcuTeT Ynrcainsl, [lIBemya

Dr. Gregory John Simons, Researcher at the
Uppsala Centre for Russian and Eurasian Stud-
ies, Uppsala University

E-mail: gregmons@yahoo.com
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Introduction

The Syrian civil war has been ongoing for nearly
two vears now, this conflict is extremely violent and
perpetuated by various foreign interests backing the
various sides directly involved. As with Libva, there
was an initial attempt to allow the United States and
its allies a free hand to wage an open military cam-
paign against the Bashar al-Assad regime and aiding
the various insurgent and terrorist forces aligned
against him through the United Nations Security
Council. Although, it is likely that this would be
conducted under the guise of humanitarian interven-
tion that was intended to alleviate the suffering of the
Svrian people, an act of a good global citizen within
the framework of Responsibility to Protect (R2P).

This article starts with the premise that mass me-
dia and journalism in the West is not acting in the ca-
pacity as a fourth estate (a check and balance against
the abuses and excesses of the state), but rather to
promote a narrow set of policy interests by the state.
For example, the advancement of the notion of regime
changes through a concerted information war effort,
which has been proclaimed by the United States and
its allies in the Syrian civil war. To do this, public
support needs to be shaped and then harnessed in or-
der to present the facade of public consensus.

Mass media play a vital role as they permit audi-
ences that are remote from events, such as this civil
war, to connect with it. However, this is done through
a very carefully chosen strategy of pathos rhetoric,
labelling and descriptions in order to manage how the
public view and respond to the different actors.

Brenenne

Cupuiickas TpaXIaHCKasg BOWHA MNPOAO/DKACTCS YXKe IMOYTH
JiBa To/1a. DTOT KOH(IIMKT Ype3BbIYAlHO JKECTOK, M 32 HUM CKpbI-
BAIOTCSl Pa3IMYHbIe BHEIIHETIONMTHYECKAE HMHTEPECHl CTOPOH,
HETIOCPE/ICTBEHHO ydyacTBytomux B HeM. Kak u B JIuBuu, 510 OBLTA
TIONBITKA pa3Bsizath pyku CoenuHeHHBIM [1ITaTam n nx coro3HUKaM
JUTSL TOTO, YTOOBI T€ MOIJIM BECTH OTKPBITYIO BOCHHYIO KaMITaHHIO
npoTuB pexxnma bamapa ainp Acana, a Takke 00bSIMHUTD Pa3ITy-
HBI€ TIOBCTAaHYECKHE U TeppopHrcTHieckie cuibl yepe3 Coser bes-
onacHoctn Opranm3aunu OOwvenuHeHHbIX Harmit mis 6opbObI ©
HUM. XOTsl, CKOpEe BCEro, 3TO OYIET Mpe/CTaBIeHO KaK I'yMaHH-
TapHOE BMEIIATENbCTBO, KOTOPOE SKOOBI MMEET IIENIbI0 00JIErYHTh
CTpaJilaHusi CHPUICKOro Hapola, W KakK akT JoOpOHopsIouHOro
rpakIaHuHA MUpa B paMkax OtBeTcTBeHHOCTH 110 3arute (R2P).

Haunem ¢ KOHCTaTanuu Toro, 4Tto CpeacTsa MaccoBoil nHpop-
Malll1 1 )KypHAJIMCTHKA Ha 3ara/ie He BBICTYIAIOT B KAYEeCTBE YeT-
BEPTOH BIACTH (CIEp>KUBaHUS M TIPOTHBOBECA IPOTHUB 3JI0YIIOTPED-
JICHWH ¥ TIepern00B TOCYIapCTBEHHOM BIIACTH), @ CKOpEE, CIoco0-
CTBYIOT MOAZEPKKE TMOIMTUYECKUX HHTEPECOB T'OCYIAPCTBEHHOMN
Biacti. OIUH M3 TaKUX MPUMEPOB — ATO JIOCTHIKEHUE CMEHBI pe-
)KMMa ITyTeM COIVIACOBAaHHBIX YCWIIMH O BEJCHHUIO HH(OPMAIIHOH-
HOH BOWHBI, KoTOpast Obu1a 00bsiBiicHa CoenuHeHHbIMY [1ITaTamu
HX COIO3HMKAaMH B CUPHUICKOI rpakaaHCcKou BoitHe. J{ist mocTke-
HHS OTOW TIeTM HE0OXO0AMMO chOpMHUPOBATH OOIIECTBEHHYIO IOA-
JIEPIKKY, KOTOpasi 3aTeM HCTIONB3YETCS IS TOrO, YTOOBI TIOCITYKHTh
(bacaziomM, JeMOHCTPHPYIOIINM OOIIECTBEHHOE COTJIACHE.

B nmaHHBIX COOBITHSIX CpelcTBa MaccoBOM MH(MOPMAIMH HIPAIOT
BaKHYIO POJIb, TIOCKOJIBKY OHH TI03BOJISIIOT ayTUTOPUH, YATICHHOH OT
TaKuX COOBITHI, KaK dTa IpaykKIaHCKas BOIHA, CIEIHUTh 32 HUMH. Tem
HE MEHee, JTO JIeNaercsl Yepe3 O4eHb TIIATEIbHO BEIOPAHHYIO CTpaTe-
U0 Na)OCHOM PUTOPUKH, HABEIIMBAHMSI SIPJIBIKOB Y TEHICHIIO3HBIX
OMNKCaHWH YIS TOro, 4ToObI C(HOPMHUPOBATH BIIOJIHE OIMpPEIEICHHOE
00I1IECTBEHHOE MHEHHE M PEAKIIMIO Ha Pa3iIMIHbIE COOBITHSI.
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In order to reveal these manipulations it is
necessary to deconstruct the so-called popular
view of the Svrian conflict. which castes Assad
and his forces as the villains in this story. and the
insurgents/terrorists aligned against him as the
heroes. There is an increasing trend to try and pre-
sent this conflict as entering the final phase, and
that regime change is inevitable. At the same time,
there is a concerted effort to try and rally public
opinion in to accenting direct military intervention
in this war. As such. there needs to be a justifica-
tion for this move. There are two discernible
tracks. one is the ‘humanitarian’ line and invokes
the notion that this is done for the good of the Svyr-
ian people. The other is the ‘containment’ track
that focuses upon the idea that urgent military ac-
tion is needed to prevent effects and threats from
going bevond the Syrian borders; Weapons of
Mass Destruction (WMDs) and the regionalisation
of the war provide two such examples.

Methodological and Theoretical
Considerations

This article uses various information sources
that include theoretical and conceptual literature on
media, communication and armed conflict. Other
sources used are media articles and reports by think
tanks and other organisations. The media articles
have been sourced through news aggregate services
and via targeted internet searches for particular
events or topics. It is intended to analyse the media
and other public material from the point of view of
propaganda, and its potential influence on targeted
publics in order to try and advance the ultimate goal
of achieving regime change in Syria.

Philip Tavlor described propaganda as being a
deliberate communication ploy to attempt to influ-
ence the way that a target audience thinks and be-
haves. which beneﬁts the agenda of the originator
of the message'. However, propaganda is usually
effective only when an audience is not aware it is
being targeted. Should it become aware of the fact,
they may seek to go in another direction than in the
one they were being steered. Propaganda can be
used in the context of ‘facilitating’ the democratic
process by influencing public opinion on policy.
This issue has been raised by the prominent public
relations scholars Edward Bernays and Walter
Lippmann in the 1920s. Walter Lippmann speaks of
the divide between what he terms as ‘insiders’ and
‘outsiders.” That is, the ruling elite of a country
(insiders) and the citizenry (outsiders). The insiders
possess the expertise and knowledge for running a
country and the citizens (at best) are partially in-
formed about the affalrs of state and are manipulat-
ed by the insiders”. By keeping the citizens partially
informed or uniformed they are easier to influence
in terms of their opinions held.

Within this context, the role and nature of public
opinion and its management has become a critical
issue within the political sphere. This is owing to the
nature of modern politics that rests upon the notlon of
working with the perception of public consent’. In the

J1iist Toro, 4ToOBI BBISIBUTH MOA00HBIE MaHHITYJISIIIAH, HEO0XO-
JIAMO TIPOJIUTh CBET HA TaK Ha3bIBAEMBIH TOIMYJISPHBII B3I Ha
CUpUICKUI KOH(IMKT, KOTOPBIA KIEHMHUT Acalia ¥ ero CHibl Kak
37I0/Ie€B, a TOBCTAHLIEB / TEPPOPHUCTOB, OOBETMHEHHBIX MPOTUB
HETo, MpeCcTaBisieT Kak repoes. CyllecTBYeT HapacTaromas TeH-
JICHIIUS K TOMY, YTOOBI TOIBITATHCS PEACTABUTH ATOT KOH(IIUKT
BCTYMAIOIIUM B 3aKITFOYUTENBHYIO (Da3y M JaTh IOHSTh, YTO CMEHA
pexuMa Hem3OesxHa. B To jke BpeMs IpmiaratoTcsl CorliacoBaHHbBIE
YCWINA C LEIbI0 CIUIOTUTh OOLIECTBEHHOE MHEHHE B IIOJB3Y
OMpaBIaHUi MPSAMOrO BOEGHHOIO BMEILIATENICTBA B 3Ty BOMHY.
Takoe BcTyrieHHe B BOMHY JODKHO ObITH 000CHOBaHO. [1j1st aTOrO
CYIIECTBYET ABAa BO3MOXHBIX IIYTH, OMH M3 HUX — «TyMaHUTap-
Has» JIMHUS, OH BBI3BIBACT IIPEACTABIICHUE Yy MOTpeOHTENel WH-
¢opmanuy, 4TO 3TO Aenaercs Ha Onaro cupuiickoro Hapoza. Jpy-
IO — IyTh «CIEPXKUBAHUs», KOTOPIH (DOKYCHpYETCs Ha Hjaee O
TOM, 4YTO BOEHHbBIE AEHCTBUS HEOOXOOMMBI IUISI TOTO, YTOOBI
NPENOTBPATUTh TIOCAEACTBHS M YIpo3y BbIXoga KoH(HKTa 3a
paMKu CHPHICKON T'paHUIIBL, UCIIOIB30BaHUSA OPY)KHS MaccOBOTO
yaruroxenus: (OMY) 1 perroHan3ali BOHHBI.

MeTono10ru4ecKue u TEOPETHYCCKHUE cooﬁpamemm

B 370if cTaThe HCMONB3YIOTCS Pa3IMYHbIC MCTOYHHUKH HH-
(bopMaIH, KOTOphIe BKIIIOYAIOT TEOPETHIECKYIO U KOHIIEITYalb-
Hyto nuteparypy 0 CMU, KOMMYHHKAIIMH U BOOPY)KEHHBIX KOH-
¢mukrax. Takke B KaUeCTBE HCTOYHHKOB HCIIOIB3YIOTCS CTAThH B
CpencTBaXx MacCoBOW HHGPOPMAIMH W JIOKIAbl AHATUTHIECKHX
LIEHTPOB U JApYrux opranmzaiui. CTaThu W3 CPEJCTB MacCOBOU
HUH(DOPMAITUH B3ATHI M3 HHPOPMAIIMOHHBIX IPOrPaMM HOBOCTEH, a
TaxKe OBUTH MOJTyYEHbI B pe3yJIbTaTe 1IeJIEHAIIPaBIEHHOTO TOUCKa
uHpopmaiwu B IHTEpHETE 10 KOHKPETHOMY COOBITHIO I TEME.
CraThsl UMeEET IIENbI0 aHAJM3 MEJUHHBIX U JPYruX OOIIeCTBEH-
HBIX MAaTEPUAJIOB C TOYKU 3PEHUsI HCTIONB30BAHHUS MPOAraH/Ibl 1
ee MOTEHIUAIBHOrO BIHSHUS HA OOIIECTBEHHOCTH IS TOTO, YTO-
ObI MOMBITATHCS U TPUONU3UTHCS K JTOCTHKESHHIO KOHEUHOH 11eITH
— cMeHe pexxuma B Cupun.

Ounun Teinop onucan NpomnaraHay Kak MpeaHaMepeHHYHo
KOMMYHHKAI[HOHHYIO YJIOBKY B TIOIBITKE OKa3aTh BIUSHUE Ha TO,
YTO MBICIH U TIOBEJICHHE ayTUTOPUH, Ha KOTOPYIO OHA HAIICNICHA;
OHa HANpPaBIIeHa Ha ciryxOy MHTepecaM co3lareiisi JaHHOW WH-
dopmarn'. Tem He MeHee, mponaraHia, Kak MPaBuiIo, S(dex-
THBHA TOJIBKO TOTJ[a, KOIZia OMpe/eieHHast OOIIeCTBEHHAS ayIu-
TOpHSI HE 3HAET, YTO 0OXOTa BEIETCSI MIMEHHO Ha Hee. Ecnu xe 1enb
MpOTIaraH/ibl CTAHOBHUTCS SIBHOH, TO OOIIECTBEHHOCTh, HA KOTO-
PYIO BeleTcs 0X0Ta, MOXKET MMOMTH IO APYroMy ITyTH, OTIHIHOMY
OT TOTO, Ha KOTOPBIH e MBITAIOTCS HAampaBuTh. [Ipomaranma Mo-
KeT OBITh UCIIONIB30BaHA B KOHTEKCTE «COMCHCTBHS» IEMOKPATH-
YEeCKOMY MPOIIECCy MYTEM BIHUSHUSA OOIIECTBEHHOrO MHEHHS Ha
MONUTUKY. JTa mpobiieMa MOJAHMMATACH BUIHBIMH YUYCHBIMH B
obnacTi OOIECTBEHHBIX OTHOIIEHHH DnpapaoMm bepHailicom u
Yontepom Jlunmmanom emie B 1920-x rr. Yonrep JlunmMas ro-
BOPHUT O pa3jielieHHH MEX/y TEMH, KOrO OH Ha3bIBaeT «HHCAkIe-
paMmu» U «ayrcaiaepamiy. ITO NpaBsIas IUTa CTPaHbl (MHCAH-
Jiephl) ¥ rpakaane (ayrcaiaepsl). MHcakiaepsl 0071a1at0T OMBITOM
W 3HAHWSAMH JUTIS YIPABJICHHUS CTPAHOHW, a rpaxkiaaHe (B JIydIiem
cliydae) YaCTUIHO HH(POPMHUPOBAHBI O FOCYIAPCTBEHHBIX JENax, 1
HHCaWIephl IMH MaHUITYTUPYIOT . [1710X0 Wi BOBCe HEe UH(OP-
MHUPOBaHHBIC TpPaXKIaHe Jierde MOAMAIOTCS BIHSHUIO B IUIaHE
(bopMHUPOBaHUS MX MHCHHSL.

B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE TPHUpPOJa U POJb OOIIECTBEHHOTO MHEHHSI
U YIPaBIICHHUE UM CTAJIO OJIHHM M3 BKHEHIIINX BOMPOCOB B MOJH-
THUecKoi cdepe. ITo 00YCIOBIEHO XapaKTepoOM COBPEMEHHOW
MOJTUTUKH, KOTOpasi OMUPAETCs HA U0 paboThl, HAMIPABICHHOMH
Ha TIOJTydeHHe OOIIECTBEHHOro coracus . I'0Bops 0 BOiiHE U OT-

! Taylor P.M., Munitions of the Mind: A History of Propaganda from the Ancient World to the Present Day, Manchester, Manches-

ter Unlversny Press, 2003. P. 6.

Llppmann W. The Phantom Public. Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick (USA), 2009 (original published in 1927).
3 McNair B. An Introduction to Political Communication. 4th Edition, Routledge, London, 2007.
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context of war and the relationship between politics
and journalism, Sarah Oates observes that there has
been a “marked decrease in openness and freedom of
information in the coverage of international con-
flicts.” And the decisive factor that determines the
nature of the conflict’s coverage is the way in which
states choose to frame the named conflict'.

Oates also makes some revealing remarks con-
cerning the political (governmental) point of view
concerning media coverage of conflicts. Evidence
exists that mass media provide “quite limited” and
“biased” information on conflicts, vet they are still
criticised and condemned by the state for not show-
ing enough faith or commitment to the cause (of
war)’. This implies that the state seeks to create a
balance (in its favour) whereby public information
is used to support policy. This demonstrates the
considerable influence of politics in shaping com-
mitment and resolve in initiating and prosecuting
armed conflict’.

The question is how to realise intended policy
through the use of perception management and oth-
er forms of manipulation? This is answered, to an
extent, by Michael Ignatieff who discusses this is-
sue within the frame of terrorism. Although, this is
equally true for armed conflict in general.

The first challenge that a terrorist emergency
poses to democracy is to this system of adversarial
iustification. The machinery of legislative deliber-
ation and judicial review grinds slowly. Emergen-
cies demand rapid action. Hence they require the
exercise of prerogative. Presidents and prime min-
isters have to take action first and submit ques-
tions later. But too much prerogative can be bad
for democracy itsel

Although related to the context of terrorism,
armed conflict in general creates the emergence of
emergency or a crisis. By reality and by perception
there is a threat to values (human life or an ideology
for example), an urgent call for action in order to
meet the threat, and a shortage of time in which to
act. This situation creates an ideal environment re-
ducing civil liberties and rolling back democracy. A
concrete example is the United States involvement
in its military action against Gadaffi’s forces in
Libva. the length of the operation violated the US
Constitution. Yet there have been no repercussions
for the Obama administration and limited public
outcry. Traditional mass media have been failing in
their duty to public interest in favour of a narrow
range of political interests.

The emergence of new and social media has
shifted the time frame of news reporting and made
the process more open (to scrutiny and criticism).
Initially this new form did cause a lot of concern for
governments’. A good example of this was the
emergence of groups such as Wikileaks, Media
Lens and others that have challenged the opaque
world of news production. An important observa-
tion made regarding the role of information and

HOUICHUSX MEXAY MOJUTUKOM M xypHanuctukod, Capa Oytc
OTMEYaeT, YTO HAOIIOAeTCsl «3aMETHOE CHIDKEHHE OTKPBITOCTH U
cB00OO/IBI MH(GOPMAIIMH B OCBEILIEHUH MEXTyHAPOIHBIX KOH(IIHIK-
TOBY». 1 pemaromumM (GakTopom, OnpeaessionM XapaKkTep ocBe-
LIeHHs1 KOH(IINKTA, SBISETCS TOT MyTh, KOTOPBIA BBIOUPAIOT TOC-
YAApCTBA, YTOOBI OXapAKTEPH30BATh HA3BAHHBII KOH(IHKT .

OyTc TakxKe JienaeT HeKOTOpbIe 3aMeJaHHsl, KacatoIIrecs! BbI-
SIBJICHHS TIOJIMTHYECKON (TOCYIapCTBEHHON) TOYKH 3pEHUs Ha
ocgenienne koH}paukToB B CMU. CymiecTByloT A0Ka3aTenbCTBa
TOrO, 4YTO CpENCTBA MAacCOBOM HH(pOpManuKu oOecreyrBaloT
«BECbMa OTPaHUUYECHHYIO» U IIPEAB3ATYIO» MH(POPMALHIO O KOH-
(umKTax, HO, TeM HE MEHEE, OHHU IO-TIPSKHEMY TOJIBEPraroTCs
KPHUTHUKE U OCYXJCHHIO CO CTOPOHBI FOCYyJapcTBa 3a TO, YTO HE
BBIKA3bIBAIOT JIOCTATOMHYIO BEPY WM TPHBEPKEHHOCTH JIEy
(BOHHBI'). DTO O3HAYAET, YTO FOCYAAPCTBO CTPEMHTCS CO3IATH
OajaHc (B CBOIO TOJIB3Y), IPH KOTOPOM OOIIECTBEeHHAas HH(OpMa-
LS UCTIONB3YETCsl JUIS MOAJCPKKH TOJIUTUKH. DTO CBHIETENb-
CTBYET O 3HAUUTENHHOM BIHMSHHU TOJUTHUKH B (OPMHPOBAHUU
MIPUBEP)KEHHOCTH W PELIMMOCTH B MHUIMHPOBAHUM M TPOBEIE-
HUM BOOPYKEHHBIX KOH(PIUKTOB' .

Bormpoc B TOM, Kak peanr30BaTh TEHACHIIMO3HYIO IMOJUTUKY
4yepe3 ylpaBiieHHE BOCIIPUSTHEM TpakAaH U depe3 Apyrue Qop-
MBI MaHANyJIUpoBaHua? Ha 3ToT Bonpoc, B HEKOTOpPOH CTENeHH,
naet orBeT M. VrHaTheB, KOTOPBIA 00CYKIaeT 3Ty mpoliemMy B
paMKax aHallu3a TeppOpU3Ma, XOTs 3TO B paBHOM CTEIIEHU OTHO-
CHUTCSl U K BOOPY)KEHHBIM KOH(IJIUKTAM B IIEJIOM.

[lepBbIit BBI30B, KOTOPBIH Teppopu3M Opocaer 1eMOKpaTHH, —
9TO, B JIJAHHOW CHCTEME, COCTS3aTEIbHOCTh B ONpPAaBJIaHUM KaKHX-
b0 aeiicTBuil. MexaHM3M 3aKOHOAATENIBHOrO M Cy/leOHOro 00-
CY)XJ/ICHUsSI IBWKETCS MeIUIeHHO. Upe3BbIvaiiHble CHTYaIiH, HaIpo-
THB, TpeOYIOT OBICTpPBIX HelicTBHA. ClienoBaTeIbHO, OHU TPEOYIOT
00J1a1aHMsI UCKITIOUUTENBHBIM TpaBoM. B 3Toii curyarmm mpesu-
JICHTBI ¥ TIPEMBbEP-MUHUCTPBI BBIHYK/ICHBI CHaYana JIeHCTBOBATD, a
BOIPOCH 3ajaBaTh mo3xe. Ho oOnamanHue CIMIIKOM OONBIIAMU
TIPEpPOraTHBAME MOKET ObITh IIIOXO JUIS CAMOI IEMOKPATHIL .

Boopy»keHHBII KOHITUKT, XOTSI B OTHOCHTCSI K TEPPOPU3MY, B
LIETIOM CO3/IaeT Ype3BBIUAHYIO WM KPU3HUCHYIO cUTyaluio. B pe-
QJIBHOCTH U TI0 TOMY, KaK BOCIIPHHHMAETCS CUTYalIsl, CYIIIECTBYET
yrpo3a IEHHOCTSIM (HaIpuMep, 'KU3HU YEIOBEKa MM UIICOJIOTHH),
NPU3BIB K CPOYHBIM JIEUCTBHSIM, YTOOBI MPOTHUBOCTOSTH Yrpo3e U
OYeHb MaJblii POMEXKYTOK BPEMEHH Uil TOro, 4TOOBI JIEHCTBO-
BaTh. JTa CUTYalsl CO3/IaeT UeaTbHbIE YCIIOBUS JUIsl COKPAILICHHS
TpaKIaHCKUX CBOOOI M JUISl OTKara JAeMOKpaTuH Hazaja. KoHkper-
HBIM TipuMepoM siBisiercst yuactue CoenuHeHHbIX 11ITaToB B BoeH-
HBIX JeiicTBusX npotus cw Kagnadu B Jlusun. JlaHHas oneparms
npoBomwiack B Hapymenue Korcturynun CIHIA. Tem He Menee,
st aqMuaAcTpai O6ambl He OBUTO HUKAKMX HEraTHBHBIX TO-
CIIEJICTBHIA, U caMa Orepalys BbI3Bajla JIMIIb OrPaHIMYEHHBIH 0011Ie-
CTBEHHBIN pe30HAHC. TpaJUIMOHHBIC CPEICTBA MACCOBOM HHQOP-
Malll1 He BBITIOJHIIA CBOMX OOSI3aHHOCTEH JIeiCTBOBATh B 3aILIUTY
OOIIIECTBEHHBIX HMHTEPECOB, MX NEWCTBHS ObUIM HalpaBieHbI Ha
3aIIUTY Y3KOro Kpyra MOJIMTHYECKUX HHTEPECOB.

[NosiBiieHre HOBBIX OOILECTBEHHBIX CPEACTB MAaCCOBOW WH-
(opManyy U3MEHHIO BpEMEHHbIE pAaMKH HOBOCTHBIX MPOTpaMM
U ClIeNalo Impolecc 0oee OTKPHITHIM (sl KOHTPOJISt M KPUTH-
kn). C MOMEHTa BO3SHUKHOBEHHsSI 3TH HOBBIE (DOPMBI BBI3BAIIU
GOIBIIOE OECIIOKONCTBO B PABUTEILCTBAX . XOPOIIMM MpHMe-
POM 3TOro CTaJIo MosBIIeHne Takux rpymil, kak Wikileaks, Media
Lens u apyrux, KOTopble OpOCHIIN BBI30B HETIPO3PAYHOMY MUDPY
HOBOCTel. BakHoe HabmroneHue, cleaaHHoe O Poiu MHpopMa-

! Oates S. Introduction to Media and Politics. Sage, London, 2009. P. 113.

2 Ibid. P. 129.

3 Simons G. The Use of Rhetoric and the Mass Media in Russia’s War on Terror, Demokratizatsiya. The Journal of Post-Soviet De-

mocratlsatlon 2006. Vol. 14. No 4. Pp. 579—- 600.

Ignatleff M. The Lesser Evil: Political Ethics in an Age of Terror. Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh, 2005.
> Gowing N. “Skyful of Lies’ and Black Swans: The New Tyranny of Shifting Information Power in Crises. Reuters Institute for the

Study of Journalism, Oxford, 2009.
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communication during or immediately preceding
war (information war) is intended to mobilise the
public as spectators of the conflict and not as active
participants on the battlefield'. This means their
consent (or at least lack of resistance) to engaging
in or continuation of a war is required to provide a
sense of legitimacy, and not the public being active-
ly involved in the physical fighting.

How is this ‘consent’ achieved through the use
of information and communication? The answer can
be found in part through the use and effect of rheto-
ric. Three types of rhetoric are of interest within the
frame of this article — ethos. pathos and logos. Ethos
concerns the dimension whereby the credibility of
the orator is intended to be the means of persuading
the audience. A logical and sound argument serves as
the basis for logos. The use of emotion. both positive
and negative, is the basis for persuasion in pathos’.
Use of definitions and labels is important as they
create an environment of apparently agreed upon
perceptions and understandings. In some way, it
makes the world around us much more clear and
easy to understand’. The word apparent is used to
denote that the process of arriving at the agreed upon
definitions and labels is not an equal one, the state
with media collaboration is in a much better position
to determine this than the public owing to access to
means of mass communication.

A label is not a neutral act as it carries with it a
set of values and expectations when invoked. And
thereby gives greater context and meaning to the en-
vironment in which it is located. When successfully
applied. labels and definitions also have an effect of
narrowing the permitted discourse concerning a per-
son or an event. Tuman notes that “definitions and
labels create possibilities for empowering people,
causes, issues. and movements or taking way power
from the same™. This is most evident within the Syr-
ian conflict, where communication from the US and
its allies are directed at empowering the insurgent
forces. the case for direct military intervention (but
through use of labels or descriptions such as Respon-
sibility to Protect or protecting the civilian population
to create the facade of lack of underlying national
interest) and for disempowering the cause of Assad
and the Svrian security forces. It also creates the situ-
ation were those opposed to military intervention or
supporters of Assad are accused or supporting tyran-
ny or mass murder, thereby becoming victims of la-
belling themselves. The rhetoric used against them
has no firm basis for truth other than the pathos or
ethos that is being used by those with vested interests
and the likely agenda (policy) of regime change.

Deconstructing the ‘Popular’ Understanding
of the Syrian Conflict

The vision that is promoted by the United
States and its allies is that the insurgency against
Bashar Al Assad is done by democratically minded
forces and that the revolution (now civil war) origi-
nated spontaneously by domestic (within Syria)

UM 1 KOMMYHHKAI[MM BO BPEMs, MM HEIMOCPEICTBEHHO MEPE]
BOWHON (MH(OpMAIMOHHAsT BOHHA), COCTOMT B TOM, YTO OHa
Tpe/Ha3HAYeHa IS MOOHJIM3aIUK OOIIECTBEHHOCTH B KAYECTBE
3purerneit KOH(bJ'II/IKTa a He B KayeCTBE aKTUBHBIX YYaCTHUKOB
Ha mone Gost'. ITo O3Hauaer, uTO TpeGyeTcs cormacue obiie-
CTBEHHOCTH (WJIH, 1O KpaiHel Mepe, OTCYTCTBHE COINPOTHBIIE-
HUs) Ha Y4acTHE WM MPOJODKEHHUE BOWHBI JUIS TOrO, YTOOBI
CO37aTh OIIYyIICHHE JICTHTUMHOCTH 0€3 HEemocpeaCTBEHHOr0
(bU3UIECKOro BOBJICUCHHUS OOIIIECTBEHHOCTH B OOPHOY.

Kak mocturaercs 3To «corjacue» 4epe3 UCMONb30BaHUEe HH-
dopmanuu ¥ KoMMyHUKanuu? OTBET YAaCTUYHO MOXKET OBbITh
HaMIeH 4Yepe3 WCIOJIb30BAHUE M BIMSHUE PUTOPHKU. B pamkax
9TOM CTAaThH MPEICTABIIAIOT HHTEPEC TPH TUIIA PUTOPHKH — IMOC,
naghoc u noeoc. B 3Toce mosepue K opaTopy usmepsercs ero yoe-
JUTENIBHOCTRIO IS ayAUTOpUH. JIOTHUECKUH U 3BYKOBOM JOBOJIBI
CITy’KaT B Ka4eCTBE OCHOBBI JUTs JToroca. Vcmonb30BaHue SMOIIHA,
KaK TMOMOKHTEIBHEIX, TAK M OTPHIATETBHBIX, SBISCTCH OCHOBOI
s yoexnenns B madoce’. Vicrions3oBanue AeGUHAIIT U SPIIbI-
KOB BaXXKHO, TaK KaK OHH, OYEBHIHO, CO3/IAI0T CPEIY JUIs COraco-
BaHHOTO BOCTIPHATHS U MMOHUMaHKS. B HEKOTOpOM pojie 3To Jiena-
€T MHp BOKDYT HAC ropasao GoJiee SICHBIM M MPOCTHIM JUIS [TOHH-
Mauus . CII0BO, OYEBHIIHO, HCTIONB3YETCs JJIs 0003HAUCHHS TOTO,
YTO MPOLECC JOCTHKEHHUSI COTNIACHUS O TEHUHHUIIUAX U APIBIKAX HE
paBHO3HAuYeH. 37eCh TOCYIApCTBO B COTPYAHHYECTBE CO CPEj-
CTBaMH MacCOBON HMH(OPMAIIMM HAXOTHUTCS B TOpaslio JIydieM
MOJTOKEHUH, YeM OOIIECTBEHHOCTD, Oaromapst JOCTYMy K Cpel-
CTBaM MacCOBOM KOMMYHHUKAIIUH.

SIprbIK He SBIAETCS HEWTpaTbHBIM, TAK KaK KOTJA OH IOSB-
JIETCSA, TO HEceT ¢ co0oi HabOp IEHHOCTSH W OXKHMIAHUN M TeM
caMbIM TIpHIaeT GOJNBIIHUIA CMBICI M 3HAYEHHE Cpejie, B KOTOPOH
OH HaxOWTCA. B ciydae yCIEnHOro NMpUMEHEHHS, SPJIBIKH U
JeUHUIINK TaKkkKe OKa3hIBAIOT A(PQEKT Ha Cy>KEHUE TO3BOJICHHO-
ro JUCKypca B OTHOIICHUH JIMIA WK COOBITHA. TyMaH OTMEYaer,
4TO «ICHUHHUIMN H SIPIIBIKH CO3JAI0T BO3MOKHOCTH JUIs PACLIH-
PEHUST BO3MOXKHOCTEH JIFO[EH, NPUYMH, MpoOiieM u ):[BI/I)KeHI/II/I
WM K€, HANPOTHB, OFPAHHYMBAIOT STH BO3MOXHOCTH» . JTO
HanboJice OYEBUIHO MPOSBISETCS B CUPUHCKOM KOH(JIUKTE, B
KOTOPOM KOMMYHHKaIwss co cTopoHbl CIIIA M HMX COIO3HHKOB,
HampapjeHa Ha paclIMpEeHHEe MPaB ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTEH TMOBCTAHYE-
CKHX CHJ B Cliydae TpSMOTO BOCHHOTO BMeIaTeNbCcTBa (HO 3a
CYET WCIIOIB30BAHUS SIPJIBIKOB WM OMUCAHMM, TAKMX KaK «OTBET-
CTBeHHYO 3anuTy» (R2P), vy 3amura rpak JaHCKOTO HaCeleHHs
JUTSL TOTO, YTOOBI co3laTh (hacaj OTCYTCTBHS OA30BBIX HAIIMO-
HAJIbHBIX MHTEPECOB) M HA JUCKPEIUTALINIO Acasia ¥ CUPUHCKUX
cui1 6e30MacHOCTH. JTO TaKKe CO3/[aeT CHTYAIHIO, TIe Te, KTO
MIPOTUBOCTOUT BOEHHOMY BMEIIATENBCTBY, WM CTOPOHHUKHU Aca-
Jla OOBHHSIIOTCSA WM B ITOJIEPXKKE THPAHHH, WM B MAacCOBBIX
yOMICTBAX, TEM CAMbIM CTAHOBSCH JKEPTBAMH HABEIIUBAHUS SIP-
JIBIKOB. PUTOpHKA, HCITOIb30BaHHAS TIPOTUB HHX, HE UMEET MPOY-
HOM OCHOBBI JUIS UCTHHBI, KpoMe madoca U 3Toca, KOTOPhIe HC-
MOJIB3YIOTCS TEMH, YbM MHTEPECH U IUIaHBI (TOJMTHIECKHE) Jie-
kKaT B chpepe CMEHBI pexxuMa.

Pa30upas «nmomyJsipHoe» NOHUMAaHHe
CHPHIICKOro KOH(pIUKTa

Touka 3peHus, KOTOpylo mponaranaupytor CoennHEeHHbIC
[TaThl ¥ UX COIO3HHUKH, COCTOUT B TOM, YTO MATEX NpOTHB ba-
mapa Anb-Acana ObUT OpraHM30BaH JIEMOKPAaTHYECKH HACTPOEH-
HBIMH CHJIAMH, U YTO PEBONIONMS (B HACTOSIIEE BPEMS — TPax-
JTAaHCKasl BOWHA) BO3HHKJIA CIIOHTAHHO, OPraHU30BaHHAsI BHYTPEH-
HUMH (B mipezenax CUpHH) CHIaMH, KOTOpPBIE UIIYT CBOOOABI OT

! Tumber H. & Webster F. Journalists Under Fire: Information War and Journalistic Practices. Sage Publishing, London, 2006. P. 165.
2 Tuman J.S. Communicating Terror: The Rhetorical Dimensions of Terrorism. Sage Publishing, Thousand Oaks (CA), 2010. Pp.
38-39; Simons G. The Use of Rhetoric and the Mass Media in Russia’s War on Terror, Demokratizatsiya. The Journal of Post-

SOV1et Democratisation. 2006. Vol. 14. No 4. P. 580-581.

3 Tuman J.S. Communicating Terror: The Rhetorical Dimensions of Terrorism. Sage Publishing, Thousand Oaks (CA), 2010. P. 46.

4 Ibid. P. 47.
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actors that are seeking freedom from oppression'.
Svria was lumped together in a branded series of
revolutions called the Arab Spring., which was
meant to convey hope and progress across the Mid-
dle East / North African against selected regimes
that were designated for change.

Journalists and politicians paint a very simplistic
picture of the conflict for the global audiences. which
are intended to garner public opinion in favour of the
Anti-Assad forces, which include a number of terror-
ist organisations”. Insurgents are characterised as the
underdogs, but democratic and freedom seeking. As-
sad and the governmental forces are portraved as cor-
rupt, only self-serving, brutal and dictators’. War
crimes and atrocities are generally blamed on Assad
and the government forces, those committed by the
forces aligned against Assad are often glossed over or
ignored by the corporate media and politicians in the
West. A fog is deliberately created around this con-
flict in order to generate an emotional effect. The
figure of 60—70000 casualties is given for the number
killed during the conflict so far. What this large figure
hides are those killed by insurgent forces and gov-
ernment security forces killed. Without expressly
stating this. the impression is that this is the number
of civilians killed by the Syrian government forces®.

The role of perception in the propaganda war and
its affect upon international opinion is very important.
There is a lot at stake, which makes the temptation of
using fake or false material greater. Various videos
showing beatings, killings and various forms of de-
struction are prevalent on the internet, which are de-
signed to generate sympathy or hatred for one side or
the other. One photo that was circulated in the interna-
tional press was alleged to have been taken in the
wake of a massacre in the town of Houla in May
2012, in fact was taken in Irag in 2003. Another video
that was circulated for one vear in Svyria featured a
beheading by a chainsaw, it was alleged that Gaddafi’s
forces were responsible. However, the crime was car-
ried out by drug lords in Mexico five vears earlier’.
This makes the ‘fog of war’ even thicker, and also
demonstrates that many journalists are not doing their
basic professional duties. such as the verification of
information and other material.

The opposition forces have been accepted by vari-
ous Western countries as being the legitimate repre-
sentatives of the Syrian people. Various leaders of the
Svrian opposition in exile have repeated promises that
the future Svria will guarantee equal rights to all Syri-
ans regardless of religion or ethnicity®. The insurgent
and terrorist forces claim to represent the Svyrian peo-
ple, many of whom do not trust them (with good rea-

yraetenns' . Cupus 6bl1a o0beIMHEHa B XO/Ie CEPHH PEBOTIONHIA
oJ] OOLTMM Ha3BaHUEM Apabckasi éecha, KOTOpas NOJDKHA Oblia
pacnpocTpaHuTh HaZexay U nporpecc Ha bimkaem Boctoke u B
CeBepHoii Adppuke u ObUta HampapjieHa IPOTUB OTHENBHBIX pe-
YKHMOB, KOTOPbIE HA/IEKAIIO0 U3MEHUTb.

JKypHaucThl U MOJIUTUKU PUCYIOT OYEHb YIPOLICHHYIO Kap-
THHY KOH(JIMKTA JUISl TIIOOAITHHOW aylIUTOPHH, 3Ta KapTHHA CITy-
JKUT 1IEJIH, YTOOBI 3apy4HUThCsl OOIIECTBEHHBIM MHEHHEM B IIOJI-
JIEPIKKY CHUJI, MPOTHBOCTOSIINX Acay, CHI, KOTOPbIE BKIIOYAIOT B
ce0st psill TEPPOPUCTUUECKUX OpFaHI/ISaIII/If/'Ié. [ToBcraHIb! XapakTe-
PH3YIOTCSl Kak ayTcaiiiepbl, HO IeMOKPAaTUYECKH HACTPOCHHBIE H
WIYIHe CBOOOABI ayTcaiiiepbl. Acaj W MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIE CH-
JIbI N300PaKAIOTCS KaK KOPPYMITMPOBAHHBIE, TYMAFOIINE TOIBKO O
CBOMX KOPBICTHBIX MHTEpECaX, JKECTOKHE U TMKTATOPCKH HACTpPO-
eHHbIC’. B BOCHHBIX TIPECTYIUICHHSX M 3TIOJCSHHAX, KAK HPABUIIO,
OOBUHSIIOT Acajia U MPaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIE CHJIbI, @ MPECTYIUICHUS U
3JI0JIESIHYS, COBEpIICHHBIE CHJIAMH, TPOTUBOCTOSIIUMH Acajny,
YacTo 3aMadMBAIOTC WIM WTHOPHPYIOTCS KOPHOPATHBHBIMU
CMMU u nonutukamu Ha 3amaje. Bokpyr 3Toro koH(irkTa HaMe-
PEHHO HAITyCKalOT TyMaH B LENISX IONYYEHHS 3MOIMOHAIEHOTO
a¢dekra. [udpoit 6070000 xepTB M0 CUX MOp OOO3HAYACTCS
KOJIMYECTBO YOUTHIX BO BpeMsi KoH(uukra. To, 4To ckpbiBaercs 3a
9TOM OONBIION MUPPOH, TaK ITO 0OIIEe KOIHUECTBO TEX, KTO ObLI
YOWUT KaK MOBCTAHYECKUMHU CHJIAMH, TaK U MPaBHUTEINCTBEHHBIMU
crIamMu 0e30MacHOCTH. be3 OTKPBITOro yKazaHuUs Ha 3TO CO3/aeTCsl
BIIEYATJIEHHE, YTO NPE/CTaBIeHHas 1M(ppa — ITO YUCIO TPAKIAH-
CKHX JIUII, YOUTBIX CHPHUHCKAMU TPaBUTENGCTBEHHBIMU CHIIAMU .

Pornb BocpusiTus B IporiaraH/ic BOMHBI U €€ BIMSHHUE Ha MEX-
JIyHApOJHOE MHEHHE OYEeHb BaXKHBI. 3/IeCh MHOTOE ITOCTaBJIECHO Ha
KapTy, YTO YBEJTMYMBAET COONA3H UCTIONH30BaHMS ITOATACOBAHHBIX,
WM OTKPOBEHHO JIOKHBIX MaTepHasioB. B mHTEpHETE pacnpoctpa-
HEHBI BHICOPOJIUKH, JEMOHCTPHPYIOIINE HW30WeHHs, yOulcTBa |
paspyiienus. OHM TIpeHA3HAYEHbI /ISl CO3/IaHWSI CUMIIATUU WJIH
HEHABUCTU K TOW WM MHOU ctopoHe. OmHO (OTO, KOTOPOE LIHPKY-
JIMPOBAJIO B MEXIYHApOIHOH Ipecce, KaK YTBEpXKAaJIoch, ObLIO
c/ieNlaHo BO BpeMsl pe3Hd B T. Xyiaa B mae 2012 r., Ha camoM ke
nene cauMok OwuT caenad B Mpake B 2003 r.. Emne omHO BHIEO,
LMPKY/IMpOBaBIIee B TedeHue roga B CHpuM, MOKas3bIBAIO 00e3-
IJIaBJIMBaHUE TIPU TIOMOIIM OEH3OIMIIBL; YTBEPIKAAIOCh, YTO CHIIBI
Kannadu orBercrBeHHBI 3a 310 3i01essHMe. OJJHAKO JaHHOE IIpe-
CTyIUIeHHe ObLIO COBEpIIEHO HapKoOapoHaMu B MeKCHKe TSTHIO
rojlaMu pasee’. DTo JIeNaeT «TyMaH BOMHbD» eIe 60i1ee IyCThiM, a
TaKKe TMOKa3bIBaeT, YTO MHOTHE JKyPHAIUCTHI HE BBHITONHSIOT Ta-
KUE CBOU OCHOBHBIE IpodecCcHOHaIbHBIE 00sS3aHHOCTH, KaK Ipo-
BEpKa MCTIONB3yeMO MU HH(OPMAIIMH U IPYTUX MaTePUAIIOB.

OMNmno3HUIMOHHBIE CUJTBI BOCIIPUHUMAIOTCS Pa3JIMYHBIMU CTpa-
HaMH 3amnaja Kak 3aKOHHBIE MPE/ICTABUTENIM CHPHIICKOTO Haposa.
Jlupepb! CHPWICKOM ONMO3WIMK B W3THaHWM HEOJTHOKPATHO 00e-
many, yro Cupust Oymyiiero OyzeT rapaHTHpOBaTh PaBHbIE MpaBa
JUTSL BCEX CHprIIéeB, HE3aBHCHMO OT PEIWUTHH WIM STHHYECKOU
MPUHAIIOKHOCTH . Y TBEP)KIAETCS, YTO MOBCTAHYECKHE M TEPpO-
PHCTUYECKHE CHITBI TIPE/ICTABIISIOT CUPUMCKHI HAPOJ, XOTS MHOTHE
JISIIMHE JTOBEPSIIOT MM (M Ha TO MMEIOTCS BECKHE PUYHHBI). Tem He

' Why Syria Matters. USA Today. URL: http:/usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/world/story/2012/09/27/why-syria-matters-from-arab-
spring-to-assad-regime-and-us-impact/57848088/1, 27 September 2012 (accessed 17 February 2013); Overview, Syria — Uprising and Civil
War. The New York Times. URL: http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/syria/index.html ?s=newest&, no
date given (accessed 14 February 2013); Turkel O. Syria After the Arab Spring: What is Happening, and What is Going to Happen? The
Journal of Turkish Weekly. URL: http://www.turkishweekly.net/op-ed/2951/-syria-after-the-arab-spring-what-is-happening-and-what-is-
going-to—happen.html, 15 March 2012 (accessed 17 February 2013)

Staff Writers. Zarqawi’s Legacy: Jihadist Rebels in Syria. UPL. URL: http://www.upi.com/Top News/Special/2013/01/09/Zarqawis-
legacy-Jihadist-rebels-in-Syria/UPI-98601357754164/, 9 January 2013 (accessed 17 February 2013)

Simons G. Propaganda and the Information war Against Syria: The Latest War for Peace // 'ocynapcrBenHoe yrpasieHue. JNeKTPOHHBIH
BCCTHHK. 2012. Apr. Beim. 33. [OnexrpoHHslii pecypc]. Pexxim mocryma: http://e-journal.spa.msu.ru/images/File/2012/33/Simons.pdf.

Wagner D. The Dark Side of the Free Syrian Army. The Huffington Post. URL: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/daniel-
wagner/dark-side-free-syrian_b 2380399.html, 31 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)
> Shelton T. The Most Disturbing Fake Videos Making Rounds in Syria. Global Post. URL: http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/
regions/middle-east/syria/121109/fake-syria-videos-images, 12 November 2012 (accessed 18 February 2013)
 Barnard A. Syrian Rebels Find Hearts and Minds Elusive. The New York Times. URL: http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/16/
world/middleeast/syrian-opposition-finds-hearts-and-minds-are-elusive.html?pagewanted=all, 15 January 2013 (accessed 16 January 2013)
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son). Yet very little, other than some feeble superficial
attempts at exploring policy platforms, do not get to the
root of whv there is a lack of trust.

A lot of evidence is already circulating that un-
dermines the Western narrative of the existence of a
peaceful., democratic and unified resistance to Assad.
For instance, one only needs to look at countless hor-
rific videos available on You Tube to understand the
true nature of the Free Svrian Army and those other
forces fighting Assad to realise the fallacy of those
hollow statements (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=Jt OKHDlods) and the following video
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rU98OEdCsnE)
are two examples of the many war crimes that have
been committed. These war crimes have generally
gone unchallenged by Western media or politicians
that continue to portray these Anti-Assad forces as
being democratic and inclusive. In the first video. a
large number of modern and brand new American
made small arms are readily seen. and only two Kal-
ashnikovs (Russian design), which seems to cast
doubt upon the official US government claims that no
weapons are being supplied to the insurgent and ter-
rorist forces. and only non-lethal supplies are being
given'. Yet it is simultaneously admitted that they
‘indirectly’ arming the Anti-Assad groups.

Propaganda and opinion continues to saturate
Western coverage of the conflict, for example. on
13 February 2013 at 2200 on TV4 news in Sweden.
an interview was conducted by Swedish iournalists
with an armed group who tried to demonstrate their
good treatment of prisoners of war. A number of
prisoners were shown. and one in particular was
focussed upon. ‘George’ was identified as a Chris-
tian, and was participating in ‘voluntary’ Koran
education, commenting that he read the holy book
now. These iournalists did not do their journalistic
duty by not asking basic questions. One pertinent
question that immediately comes to mind would be
what is the likely consequence of a prisoner refus-
ing to participate in this training? The likely answer
would be summary execution, such as is seen in the
numerous videos previously discussed.

In order to reduce anv perceived threat, the in-
surgent and terrorist forces operating in the Svyrian
conflict are referred to with the blanket term as Oppo-
sition Forces (to Assad), those sources that the West-
ern media quotes without any checks or balances
(such as verification) are referred to as being Opposi-
tion Activists. In many cases there is no critical view
of their activities or possible issues of conflict of in-
terest. For instance, what is the agenda and affiliation
of the ‘opposition activists’? In addition to the above
mentioned war crimes being committed by the ‘oppo-
sition forces’, there are other acts that suggest a less
than democratic observance by these groups. Human
Rights Watch has been documenting a number of
cases in Svria. committed bv the ‘opposition forces’.
whereby historical and religious sites that belong to
other groups have been deliberately destroved or
looted after those areas were abandoned by the gov-
ernment forces”. These actions hardly agree with the
rhetoric of those insurgents that claim that they repre-

MeHee, JIellaeTcs OueHb MaJlo, 32 HCKITIOYEHHEM HEKOTOPBIX Ca0bIX
MOBEPXHOCTHBIX TOMBITOK, I TOTO, YTOOBI M3Yy4YHTh TOIMTHYE-
CKHe TIaTQOPMBI Pa3iIMYHbIX TPYII, C LEIbI0 100paThesi A0 CYTH
BOIIPOCA: OYEMY CYILIECTBYET ITOJJ00HOE HeJIOBEpHE.

VY3ke TOSBHJIOCH MHOTO CBUJIETENIBCTB, KOTOPBIE TMOAPHIBAIOT
3amnajHOe ITOBECTBOBAHHE O CYIIECTBOBAHMM MHPHOTO, JEMOKpa-
THYECKOTO M €MHOro compoTuBieHus Acamy. Hampumep, crout
TOJIBKO TPOCMOTpPETh OECUUCIIEHHbIE BHICOPOIUKH C 3aCHSITHIMH
Ha HUX Y)KacHbIMH KaJpaMH, pa3MelleHHble Ha You Tube, 4ToObI
TIOHATh UCTUHHYIO TIprpoay CBOOOMTHON CHPHICKON apMHUU M TeX
JIPYTUX CHUII, KOTOpBbIe OOproTcst ¢ AcaioM, YTOOBI MOHATH (haTbIIb
9THUX BBIXOJNONICHHBIX yTBepkaeHui (http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Jt OKHDIlods) u Buneo (http:/www.youtube.com/watch?
v=rU980OEdCsnE). Ha 3tux posukax 3acHATHI TOJBKO /1B IPHME-
pa U3 MHOTHX BOEHHBIX MpPECTYIUICHUH, KOTOpbIe OBUTH COBEpIIIe-
HBL. DTH BOGHHBIE TIPECTYIUICHHS MPOILTH KaK Obl He3aMEUEHHBIMU
samagaeiMd CMI 1 IOMUTHKaMU, KOTOPBIC TPOIOKAIOT N300pa-
)KaTh aHTUACAJIOBCKHIE CUJIBI KaK JIEMOKPATHUECKHIE U OTKPhIThIE. B
MIEPBOM BHJIEO HE COCTABILSIET TPyHa 3aMETUTh OOJbIIOE KOIHYe-
CTBO COBPEMEHHOTO HOBOT'O aMEPHKAHCKOTO CTPEIKOBOIO OPYKHs
Y TOJIBKO JIBa aBToMarta KayanHukoBa (pycCKuil Au3aiiH), 4ToO CTa-
BUT MO/ COMHeHHe oduimanpHoe yrBepknenue IIpaBurenbcrsa
CIIIA o ToM, YTO HHUKAaKOe OpYyXHe€ He IOCTABIISETCS TOBCTaHYE-
CKMM W TEpPOPUCTHYECKUM CHJIaM, a TOILKO HEBOCHHBIE TPY3bI .
Tem ne menee, IlpaBurensctBo CIIA 0HOBpEMEHHO TPHU3HAET,
YTO OHH «KOCBEHHO)» BOOPYKAIOT aHTHUACAIOBCKUE TPYIITHPOBKH.

3amagHoe OcBeleHHe KOH(IIMKTa IMPOJOJDKAIOT HACHILATH
npolaraljia U TeHJeHIMo3Hble MHeHus. Hanpumep, 13 ¢eBpas
2013 1. B 22:00 B HoBocTsax Ha kanane TV4 B IlIsenyu, ObLI0 110-
Ka3aHO MHTEPBBIO IIBEACKUX YKYPHAJIHCTOB C OJHOW M3 BOODY-
JKEHHBIX TPYMI, B KOTOPOM Ta IBITATACh MPOJEMOHCTPUPOBATH
CBOE XOpolllee OTHOIIEHWE K BOCHHOIUIEHHBIM. BBUIO MOKa3aHO
HECKOJIbKO 3aKITIOYEHHBIX, HO Ha OJHOM, B YaCTHOCTH, OBLIO cO-
CpeloTO4YeHO 0c000e BHUMAaHHUE. 3aKIIOYEHHBIH, KOTOPOro Ha3bl-
Banu «JopmK», ObUT MpeCTaBlIeH KaK XpUCTHAHMH, OH TIPHHH-
MaJl y4acTHe B «JI00pOBOIEHOM» W3ydeHWH KopaHa, OTMETHB,
YTO ceiiyac OH YWTaeT CBSLICHHYIO KHUTY. JKypHaJucThl, KOTO-
pble Opajii WHTEPBBIO, HE BBHIIOJIHIIA CBOIO JKYPHAIHCTCKYIO
00513aHHOCTh, TaK KaK HE 3aJajli OCHOBHBIE BOIPOCHI, KOTOpPBIE
cienoBasio 3anath. OIMH W3 TakUX BOIPOCOB, KOTOPBIH cpasy
MIPUXOJHUT HAa YM, 5TO BOIIPOC O TOM, YTO MPOU3OIILIO OBI C 3aKITF0-
YEeHHBIM, €CITM Obl OH OTKa3aJiCs y4acTBOBATh B 3TOM TPEHUHIE?
BeposiTHbIi 0TBET OBbUT OBI — Ka3HB, IOI00HAS TOMW, KaKHe Tpea-
CTaBJICHBI HA MHOT'OYMCIIEHHBIX BUJIE0, O YEM T'OBOPUIIOCH BHIIIIE.

B nensix cHwKeHHst JTF00BIX BO3MOXKHBIX YTPO3, TOBCTAHYECKHE
Y TEPPOPUCTUYECKHE CUJIBI, IEHCTBYIOLINE B CUPHICKOM KOH(IIUK-
Te, Ha3bIBAIOT MACKHUPYIOIIUM TEPMHUHOM «ONno3uyuonuvle [Aca-
ny] cunel», a Teé UICTOUYHUKY, KoTophle 3anagHpie CMU mutHupyror
0e3 Kakoi MO0 MPOBEPKH, YIIOMHHAIOTCS KaK «AKTUBHCTHI OIIITO-
3UIMKM». Bo MHOTHIX CITydasix OTCYTCTBYET KPUTHUECKHH B3IVIS HA
UX AEITETbHOCTh WM BO3MOXKHBIE MPOOIeMbl KOH(IMKTa HHTEpe-
coB. Hampumep, kakoBa nmporpamma 1 IPUHAUISKHOCTb «aKMUGU-
cmos onno3uyuu»? B MONONHEHNE K BBIIICYOMSHYTBIM BOSHHBIM
MPECTYIUICHHSIM, COBEPIIEHHBIM  «OTITO3UIMOHHBIMU ~ CHJIAMID,
ecTb U Jpyrue (akTbl, KOTOpbIE CBUIETENLCTBYIOT O MEHee, YeM
JIEMOKPAaTUYECKON OpHeHTalMu dTuxX TIpymn. OpraHuzaimeit
«Habmonenue 3a Cobnronenunem [Ipa Yenoseka» (Human Rights
Watch) 3amokymenTrpoBaH psizi ciaydaeB B CHpHH, KOT/IA «OIIO3H-
LIMOHHBIMH CHJIAaMW» OBUTH MPEJHAMEPEHHO YHHYTOKEHBI WIN pa3-
rpalbiIeHbl HCTOPUYECKUE W PEITMTHO3HBIE 00BEKTHI, KOTOPBIE MpPH-
HAJUIKAITH JIPYTUM TPYNIAM TOCIIE TOro, KaK ST obmacTi ObUTH
OCTaBJICHBI IPABUTEILCTBEHHBIMH BOMCKaMH . JTU JICHCTBUS BPSIIT
JIM COIJIACYIOTCS C PUTOPUKOH TeX IOBCTAaHIIEB, KOTOPHIE YTBEp-

! Schmitt E. CIA Said to be Steering Arms to Syrian Opposition. The New York Times. URL: http:/www.nytimes.com/2012/06/21/
gvorld/middleeast/cia—said—to—aid—in—steering—arms—to—syrian—rebels.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0, 21 June 2012 (accessed 17 February 2013)

Syria: Attacks on Religious Sites Raise Tensions. Human Rights Watch. URL: http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/01/23/syria-attacks-
religious-sites-raise-tensions, 23 January 2013 (accessed 24 January 2013)
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sent the interests of all peoples and groups in Syria
(an inclusive and open approach to society), in fact
there are a number of parallels here with the destruc-
tion of the ancient Buddha statues in Afghanistan!"

Moving Towards the ‘End Game’?

A number of key narratives have appeared in the
Svrian civil war, which are intended to serve as in-
formational support for the anti-governmental forces
fighting in Svria and to support (i.e.) legitimise the
support of those forces by Western and Middle East-
ern states. They are intended to serve as a ‘moral
compass’ to the international publics (to prompt sup-
port for those terrorist and insurgent forces), to enter-
tain the unthinkable (provoking and then becoming
directly involved in a civil war in the region) when
the public is war wary, and to give the impression
that the Assad regime is on the point of collapse (so
therefore, why support a ‘dead’ man?).

Syria is a Threat to Regional Stability

Many remarks have been made that suggest Syria
is the source

of intentional and unintentional regional instabil-
ity. One line of argument is that this is a conscious
and deliberate act by Assad and the Svrian govern-
ment in order to draw attention away from their des-
perate situation. Another line of argument is that this
spread of instability is not intentional or deliberate,
but a result of the conflict spilling over borders from
Svria to her neighbours. Therefore, the logic goes.
efforts are needed to resolve the crisis sooner than
later in order to prevent a wider regional con-
flict/instability. This is in spite of the basic fact that
those who claim rhetorically that they are seeking to
resolve this conflict are in fact indirectly and directly
involved in exacerbating the conflict by arming and
supplving the insurgents.

Blame for the possible regionalisation of the Syr-
ian conflict is laid with Assad. who is portraved and
losing power and being desperate (therefore danger-
ous and unpredictable according to the follow-on
logic). “With every month that passes, Syria’s neigh-
bours become more edgy and the risk of contagion
from the conflict grows. [...]1 A regionalisation of the
conflict looks increasingly impossible to prevent be-
cause there is no end in sight for Syria’s war’. It is
interesting to note that the civil war in Svria, which is
perpetuated by numerous foreign interests, is com-
pared to a contagion. Blame for the possible regional-
isation is assigned to the ongoing civil war in Svria,
and not the various interests that manage to keep the
conflict alive.

Turkey has been actively involved in support-
ing the Svrian insurgent forces with safe havens,
weapons and other supplies. they have also been
sheltering a large number of Syrian refugees and
was one of the countries that actively called for
military intervention in Svria. But there have been
a number of costs for the support, which has wit-
nessed increasing instability in the country. A col-
umnist for the newspaper Millivet, Dogan Heper
wrote that “Turkey’s Svria policy has failed [...1 It
has turned our neighbours into enemies. We have

YKIAIOT, YTO OHH MPEJCTABIISIOT HHTEPECH! BCEX HAPOJIOB M IPYII B
Cuprn (BKJTIOUAS! M OTKPBITHIN MOAXOM K OOIIECTBY), (haKTHIECKU
37IeCb MOXKHO IPOBECTH LEINBIA psn Haganneneﬁ C paspyllIeHneM
JipeBHHX cTaTyil Bymusl B Adranucrane!

Ha nmytn x «Konny urpem?

O cupuicKol TpakJaHCKOW BOMHE XOJUT OMpeeeHHbIN
Ha0Op WCTOpWii, KOTOpbIE CIyKaT i MH(GOPMAIMOHHON IOA-
JIEPKKN aHTUIPABUTEIbCTBEHHBIX CUI CHPUH M IS TOIIEPIKKH,
TO €CTh Y3aKOHHMBAHHUs MO/ICPIKKH STHUX CHII, 3aIaJHBIMH U OJMK-
HEBOCTOYHBIMHU I'OCYJapPCTBAMHU. JTH UCTOPHH TPEIHA3HAYEHBI TS
TOTO, YTOOBI CIIY)KHTh B KaueCTBE «MOPAJBHOrO KOMITACa» IS
MEXYHApOIHOH OOIIECTBEHHOCTH (Y4TOOBI 00ECHIEUUTh MOIEPXK-
Ky TEpPOPUCTUYECKUX M TIOBCTAHYECKUX CHIT), YTOOBI MOAEPKATh
HEMBICIIUMOE (TIPOBOLIUPYSL, & 3aT€M OKa3bIBasiCh HEITOCPEACTBEHHO
BOBJICYCHHBIMH B TPXKIaHCKYIO BOIHY B PErHOHE), Korma ooiie-
CTBEHHOCTb OCTOPOKHO OTHOCHTCSI K BOWHE, W JUIsl TOTO, YTOOBI
CO3/1aTh BIIEYATIICHUE, YTO PEXXHUM Acajia HAXOJHUTCS Ha TPAaHU KO-
Jarica (Tak 3a4eM MOJUIEPKHUBATH «MEPTBOTO» YENIOBEKa?).

Cupus — 2mo y2po3a pecuoHa bHol cmaduibHOCu

Bb110 BRICKa3aHO MHOT'O MHEHUI O TOM, 4To CHpHS SIBIISIETCS
WCTOYHUKOM TIpEHAMEPEHHON U HeNpeAHAMEpeHHOH peruo-
HaJIbHOW HecTaOWIbHOCTH. COrNIacHO OTHOMY M3 HHX COOBITHS B
Cupun — 3TO CO3HATEIbHBIA M NpeIHaMepeHHBIH akT Acaaa U
CHPHICKOT0 TIPaBUTENLCTBA ISl TOTO, YTOOBI OTBIICYh BHUMAaHUE
OT CBOET0 OTYAasHHOTO MONOKeHMs. Jpyroit nuHuen aprymeHTa-
LUK SBJISIETCS TO, YTO TAKOE PACIpPOCTPaHEHUE HECTaOMIBHOCTH
He SIBJISICTCS MIPeTHaAMEPEHHBIM, a TIPOUCXOJIUT B PE3YIBTATE TOTO,
YTO KOH(IUKT PACIpOCTPAHWICS JAJeKo 3a rpaHulbl CUpuu U
Tiepelies Ha CoceIHie CTpaHbl. Takum 00pa3oM, COrIacHO JIOTHKE
Belllei, HEOOXOIMMO TIPHIIOXKHUTH YCUIIUS TI0 Pa3pelIeHHIO KpH3H-
ca Jrydile paHblle, YeM I103)Ke, YTOOBI MPEeIOTBPATHTh Ooee IIIH-
POKHMII pEernoHanbHbI KOH(QIUKT/ HecTabmiabHOCT. W 3TO He-
CMOTpsI Ha TOT (aKT, YTO T€, KTO PUTOPUUECKH YTBEP)KAAIOT, YTO
CTpEMSITCSl YPETYIIMPOBaTh 3TOT KOH(IIUKT, Ha CaMOM Jielie Koc-
BEHHO U HEIOCPEACTBEHHO YYaCTBYIOT B 000CTpEHHH KOH(IHUKTA,
OCYIIECTBIISISI BOOPY)KEHHE M CHA0KEHHE TTOBCTAHIIEB.

BuHy 3a BO3MOXHYIO PErHOHAIM3AIMIO CHUPHHUCKOTO KOH-
(imKTa MepexanbBalOT Ha Acajia, KOTOPOro M300paXKaroT Kak
YeJI0BeKa TEPSIIOILETo BIACTh U OHOBPEMEHHO OTYasBIIErocs (13
Yero JIOTHYECKH CIEeIYeT €ro ONacHOCTBIO HEIpPEeNCKa3yeMOCTh
nerictBuil). «C KaXIbIM IOCICAYIOIIAM MECAIEM COCEIHHE C
Cupueli TocyapcTBa CTAHOBATCS BCE OoJiee pa3ApaKCHHBIMH, U
PHCK pacrpocTpaHeHusi KOH(IHMKTa pacTeT. [...] DTO BBHIIJISIUT
TakuM 00pa3oM, 4TO PErHOHATH3AIIHIO KOH(ITUKTA HEBO3MOKHO
MIPEIOTBPATUTh, IOTOMY YTO BOMHE B Cnppm HE BHIHO KOHIIa».
WHTepecHO OTMETUTD, YTO IpaXkIaHCcKas BoiiHa B CUpHH, KOTOpas
ycyryoussiercsi MPUCYTCTBUEM MHOTOYUCIEHHBIX WHOCTPaHHBIX
WHTEPECOB, CPaBHHUBACTCS C 3apa3Hoil 0oje3Hblo. BuHy 3a B03-
MOXHYIO PETHMOHAJIM3AIMIO CIMCHIBAIOT HA MPOAODKAIOLIYIOCS
TpaKIaHCKYIO BoHY B CHpUH, a HE Ha CTOJIKHOBEHHE Pa3InYHbIX
WHTEPECOB, KOTOPOE MUTAET Pa3BUTHE KOH(IIMKTA.

Typuust npuHUMaeT aKTHBHOE Y4acTHe B TOAJEPIKKE CH-
PHUHCKMX TTOBCTAHYECKUX CHJI, TPEJOCTaBIsIE MM YOEKHIIE,
OpY)XHE M JIpyrie HeoOXOAMMBIE BEIH, OHA TaKXKE MPEIOCTaB-
JsieT yOeKuIe OONBIIOMY YUCTY CUPHICKUX OSKEHIIEB U SIBJISI-
€TCsl OJJTHOM U3 CTpaH, aKTUBHO MPH3BIBABIINX K BOGHHOW UHTEP-
BeHuun B Cupuun. Ho nena, koropast Oblia 3amiadyeHa 3a IHoJ-
JIEPI)KKY — 3TO pacTyllas HecTaOWinbHOCTh B ctpaHe. O003peBa-
tenb razersl Milliyet Jloran Xenep nucan, uro «nonutuka Typ-
uuu B oTHouieHun Cupum npopanuiack [...] OHa mpeBparuia
HAIlIMX COcelied BO BparoB. Mbl OCTalUCh W30JUPOBAHHBIMH B
mupe»'. TeaTpanbHOE TPEACTABICHHE, B KOTOPOE MPEBPATHIOCH

! Rashid A. After 1700 Years, Buddhas Fall to Taliban Dynamite. The Telegraph. URL: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
a51a/afghanlstan/ 1326063/ After-1 700-years-Buddhas-fall-to-Taliban-dynamite.html, 12 March 2011 (accessed 20 February 2013)

? Khalaf R. Israel and Assad Raise Stakes on Syria. The Financial Times. URL: http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/aab3be8e-6e16-
11e2-983d-00144feab49a.html#axzz2LHWORT78, 3 February 2013 (accessed 4 February 2013)
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been left alone in the world” '. The theatrical fa-
cade of the deployment of Patriot missile batteries
to Turkey was meant to demonstrate that Svyria
was a threat to Turkey, without mentioning the
various measures the Turkish government had
engaged in to undermine the Assad regime. which
is portrayed by the media as being legitimate (re-
taliation by Svria is not legitimate according to
their logic). To illustrate this point, the shooting
down of a Turkish reconnaissance iet in Svrian
airspace was seen as being a provocation by the
Svrians, and not by the Turks for violating Syrian
airspace in the first instance.

Iran, Saudi Arabia and Qatar have all been in-
volved in supplying men, arms and material to var-
ious armed factions in Svria. The Iranian interests
are generally characterized as being to support their
national interests by keeping their ally alive, which
gives access to Lebanon and the possibility to
launch attacks against Israel’. The Persian Gulf
States are recruiting and building up Sunni militias
to fight against Assad’s forces. This is not con-
demned in itself as being a blatant act of interfer-
ence in a civil war, but as merely ill-advised as it is
likely to further increase sectarian tensions in Leb-
anon as well as Syria’. The level of reporting is
inconsistent and not obijective, some states have a
‘legitimate’ right to interfere in another state’s in-
ternal conflict and others do not. Yet there is no
attempt to justify why this is so.

Western politicians have been voicing ‘con-
cerns’ about possible spillover effects of the civil war
too. French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius stated
publicly after an air raid by the Svyrian Air Force on
the Palestinian refugee camp Yarmuk (in Damascus)
that “we must do everything to avoid anvything that
could lead to a regional flare-up.” Labelling the at-
tack as ‘scandalous’ and accusing Assad of wanting
to inflame the situation®. The outrage seems to be
less than genuine, especially in light of the level of
foreign interference in Svria and France’s involve-
ment in Libva and other conflict zones. However, it
is the intended appearance that is meant to count.

One of the countries stands to be a significant
loser in the Arab Spring process is Israel. The pre-
dictable secular dictators on her borders are steadily
being replaced more radical and religiously oriented
rulers (of now volatile and extremely unstable
states). One of Israel’s chief concerns is the arsenal
of the Syrian military (including chemical weapons)
falling in to the ‘wrong’ hands. The former head of
Mossad, Ephraim Halevy noted that “From all stand-
points, it would have preferred that this conflict had
not broken out in the first place., and for Israel to
continue to enjoy the absolute quiet along the armi-
stice lines drawn between the two states following
the (1973) Yom Kippur War”>. Other neighbouring

pa3BepThiBaHME pakeTHbIX Oarapeil «Ilarpuor» B Typrmu, Obu1o
HampaBjIeHO Ha TO, YTOOBI MPOAEMOHCTpHUpOBaTh, 4To CupwHs
npeAcTaBisieT yrpo3y st Typuuu, He TOBOpsl YK€ O Pa3iIndHBIX
Mepax TYpeUKoro IMpaBHTEIbCTBA 1O MOAPHIBY pexuma Acana,
KOTOpBIE M300pakatoTcsl B CPEJCTBAX MAacCOBOM MH(opMannuy Kak
3aKOHHBIE MepbI (OTBETHBIE JIEUCTBHSI CO CTOPOHBI CHpHHU HE SB-
JISIFOTCSl 3aKOHHBIMH B COOTBETCTBHH C HX JIOTMKOW). YTOOBI mpo-
WUTIOCTPUPOBATH 3TO, MHIUJIEHT CO COMTBHIM B BO3IYIIHOM IIpO-
crpaictBe  CUpHM  TYpPEUKMM  PEaKTHBHBIM  CaMOJIETOM-
pa3BeIuMKOM OBUI MPEICTABICH KaK MPOBOKAIIUS CO CTOPOHBI CH-
pHHLIEB, a HE C TYPELIKOI CTOPOHBI, KOTOpAsi HAPYIIHIA CUPHHCKOE
BO3/IYIITHOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO, ¥ TEM CIIPOBOLIPOBAIA HHIIM/ICHT.

Upan, Caynosckas Apasus u Katap — Bce 3T cTpaHsl yyact-
BOBAJIM B TIOCTABKAX BOMHCKOI'O KOHTUHI'€HTA, OPY)KHUS U MaTepH-
aJIOB IS PA3JIMYHBIX BOOPYKEHHBIX IpYMIUpoBoK B Cupun. B
LIEJIOM MPAaHCKHE MHTEPECHl MOXKHO OXapaKTepHu30BaTh Kak MOJI-
JIEP)KKYy CBOMX COOCTBEHHBIX HAIMOHAIBHBIX HHTEPECOB Yepes3
TIOAJIEPIKKY COIO3HHMKOB, YTO JaeT NocTyn K JIuBaHy W BO3MOX-
HOCTh st atak mpotuB M3pawns™. T'ocymapctBa Ilepcuickoro
3aJIMBa HAOMPAIOT JIIOJIEH M CO3/Ial0T CYHHUTCKOE OITOTUEHHUE IS
60prOBI ipoTHB cit Acana. Camo 1o cebe 3TO He SIBISIETCs BO-
ITUOLIMM aKTOM BMEIIATebCTBA B TPAYKIAHCKYIO BOWHY, HO, TEM
He MeHee, MOKET MPUBECTU K JAIbHEHIeH dCKalallii MEeXKOH-
(eccuoHanbHON HampsbKeHHOCTH B JIMBaHe, a Takke B CI/IpI/II/IS.
OTH COOBITHSI OCBENIAIOTCS HETIOCIIEJOBATENbHO U HEOObEKTHBHO:
MOJY4YaeTCsl, YTO HEKOTOphIe TOCYAapCTBa HMMEIOT «3aKOHHOE»
MPaBO BMEIINBATHCS BO BHYTPEHHHE KOH(IHMKTBI JPYTHX TroCy-
JIapCTB, a IPyrue TaKkoro npaBa HE UMEIOT. TeM He MeHee, HUKTO
HE TIBITAeTCsl 000CHOBATh, OYEMY TaK MPOUCXO/IUT.

3araiHble MOJUTHKU TaKKe BBICKA3hIBAIOT «03a00UEHHOCTBY
IO TTOBOJTY BO3MOKHBIX MOOOYHBIX 3P (EKTOB TpaXkJAHCKOH BOI-
Hbl. MuHHCTp MHOCTpaHHBIX nen Opanimu Jlopan dabuyc myo-
JIMYHO 3asBWI mocie Bo3ayuiHoro Hanera BBC Cupun Ha mane-
CTHHCKHUH Narepb OexeHieB Spmyk (B Jlamacke), 4To «MbI JIOJDK-
HBI CHIeNaTh BCE, YTOOBI M30€XaTh TOrO, YTO MOXKET TMPHBECTH K
pervoHalbHON Bembllke». Ha3BaB 3Ty ataky «CKaHI[aJ'IBHOI/I» OH
OOBHHIT Acajia B CTpeMJICHHH 000CTPUTh CHTYyaImIo . [To106H0e
BO3MYIIEHHE HE KAKETCSI €CTECTBEHHBIM, OCOOCHHO B CBETE MHO-
CTPaHHOTO BMemlaTenbcTBa B Jenia CHpPUM M BOBJICUEHHOCTH
Opannyy B JIuBHiicknii KOHQIIMKT, a TaKKe €e y9acTHe B APYrux
KOH(IMKTHBIX 30HaX. TeM He MeHee, B 3a4eT HJET TOIBKO TO, KaK
U C KaKOH TO3HIIUH 3TO ITPEHOTHOCUTCS.

OnHO# W3 CTpaH, KOTOpas, KKETCs, 3HAYUTENBHO TPOHTPhI-
BaeT B mporecce ApaOckoil BecHBI, siBisiercs M3pawnb. [Ipencka-
3yeMbIe CBETCKHE JJUKTATOPHI B TOCYIAPCTBAX, IPAHMYAIINX C HHIM,
TIOCTETIEHHO 3aMEHSIOTCSl Ha OoJiee PajuKajbHBIX M PETMTHO3HO
OpHMEHTHPOBAaHHBIX IpaBHUTENEH (B HAcTosIIEe BpeMs HeCcTaOWIb-
HBIE W KpaifHe HeycToHuMBbIe Tocynapcta). OmHOM M3 TIIaBHBIX
npobiieM, KoTopoid obecriokoeH M3pawib, sSBIseTCs BO3MOXXHOCTh
TMONaIaHNsI CUPUICKOTO BOGHHOTO apceHana (BKIIOYash XUMUUe-
CKOE OpYXHE) B «IJI0XUe» pyKku. beBimii rmaBa Moccama Ddpa-
uM XaneBu otMeTWI: «Co BCex TOUEK 3pEHUsl, MPeoYTUTeIbHEe
ObUTO OB, YTOOBI STOT KOH(IMKT HE pa3ropescs, B IEPBYIO Oue-
peab, u Vi3panis Mor Obl IPOJIOIDKAT HACTIAXKIATHCS A0COFOTHBIM
CTHIOKOHCTBHEM BJIONb JIMHUK TIEPEMUpHS, npOBez[eHHon MEXILY
mByMs rocyaapersamu mocie (1973) Mom-Kurmyp-Boitusny’. [py-
TH€ COCEJTHUE CTPaHBI TOXKE 3aTPOHYTHI THM KOH(IMKTOM.

! Arango T. Turkish Public Sours on Syrian Uprising. The New York Times. URL: http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/19/world/europe/
turks -weary-of-leaders-support-for-syria-uprising. html?pagewanted=all& r=0, 18 September 2012 (accessed 13 February 2013)

2 Staff Writers. Slaying Hints Iran Hikes Backing for Assad, Space War (UPI) URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Slaying_hints
Iran_hikes backing for Assad 999.html, 14 February 2013 (accessed 15 February 2013)
3 Staff Writers. Syria: Iran, Saudis Beef up Rival Militias, Space War (UPI). URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Syria_Iran Saudis
beef up rival militias 999.html, 28 January 2013 (accessed 29 January 2013)
* Staff Writers. End is Near for Regime of Syria’s Assad: France, Space War. URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/End_is_near
for_regime of Syrias Assad France 999.html, 16 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)
3 Staff Writers. Israel Preparing for Post-Assad Syria Chaos, Space War (AFP). URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/Israel
preparing_for_post-Assad_Syria_chaos_999.html, 4 February 2013 (accessed 13 February 2013)
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countries are being affected too.

Lebanon is a country that has been torn by vio-
lence in the recent past and continues to be in a very
volatile state. A number of articles have accused Svr-
ia of stoking tensions there for the benefit of the As-
sad regime. The assassination and funeral of Briga-
dier-General Wissam al-Hassan, the head of Leba-
non’s internal security forces sparked gun battles be-
tween various militias. Of interest was an observation
that there were more political and Islamic flags than
national ones at his funeral'. This is indicative of a
growing sectarian divide and radicalisation that can
once again ignite more fully. Jordan has also experi-
enced violence and instability as a result of the war on
the other side of its border. In spite of the prevailing
narrative of Assad’s responsibility for the destabilis-
ing situation, a Fox News article actually laid the
blame with insurgents (trving to enter Svyria from
Jordanian side of the border) killing a Jordanian sol-
dier. In spite of this the State Department issued the
statement that “the onus for this kind of violence rests
squarely on the Assad regime”?. In effect. this makes
the Syrian government responsible not only for their
actions, but for those forces opposing them too!

Assad is Finished

There is a lot of effort, which borders along the
lines of Psvyops or disinformatsiva® focussing on the
supposed instability (and therefore ‘imminent col-
lapse) of the Assad regime. An example of this ap-
peared in January 2013 in Albawaba. which alleged
that Assad and his family were living onboard a war-
ship that was guarded by Russians. The conveved
idea is that it is no longer safe for Assad and his fam-
ily on Syrian soil. and that he has no trust in the reli-
ability of Svrian security forces ability to protect him
or the environment he is in. However, this ‘tip” was
given by intelligence sources to a Saudi Arabian
newspaper®. Given that Saudi Arabia is one of the
countries actively engaged in seeking to overthrow
Assad, this information should be treated with great
caution as it suits their political agenda to trv and
magnify the possibility of the Assad regime’s ‘immi-
nent’ collapse owing to the notion and role plaved by
intangible elements in war. Other governments, for
instance., may be more inclined to back what they
perceive to be the winning side in the conflict. Thus
intangible elements can be converted in to more tan-
gible actions and results.

The Roval United Services Institute (RUSI) Syr-
ia Brief (July 2012) is typical of Western ‘analysis’
of the situation in the conflict (and with similar ech-
oes to the analysis and predictions of Gaddafi’s ‘im-
minent’ fall that came much later than first predicted.
This as much about affecting Assad’s intangible as-

' Alami M. Syria’s Civil War Spills Over

into Lebanon.

JluBan — aT0 cTpaHa, KOoTOpas Oblia pa3opBaHa Ha YacTH B
pe3ynbTare Hacwius B HENaBHEM MPOLLUIOM W MPOJOIDKAET
HaXOJMThCS B OYEHb HECTAOMJIBHOM COCTOSHHU. Psin crareit
00BHHsUTH CUPHIO B pa3)KUTaHUW HATIPSDKEHHOCTH B 3TOM PErH-
OHE B MHTepecax pekuma Acaja. YOUICTBO M MOXOPOHHI OpH-
raJgHoro resepaia Buccam anb-XacaHa, rJ1aBbl BHYTPEHHUX CHIT
6e3omacHocTy JIMBaHa, BBI3BAJIM IEPECTPEIIKA MEXAY Pas3iny-
HBIMH TPYIIIIAMH OIIOIYEHIIEB. MIHTEpeCcHO TO, YTO Ha €ro MoXOo-
poHax ObLIO 6oane MTOJIUTUYECKUX U MCIAMCKUX (DJIaroB, 4em
HAMOHANBHBIX|. JTO CBHICTEILCTBYET O PACTYIIEM MEKKOH-
(hecCOHATBLHOM pa3J/IelIeHNH U PaIUKaIH3alnuy, KOTOPbIE MOTYT
pasroperscst ¢ HOBoM cunoil. Mopnanus Takxke nepesxuia HacH-
JMe ¥ HecTaOWIIBHOCTh KaK Pe3yNbTaT BOMHBI Ha JPYrod cTo-
poHe cBoeli rpaHuIll. HecMoTpst Ha mpeobiiaganue 0OOBHHEHUH
B ajipec Acaja B TOM, YTO OH OTBETCTBEHEH 32 JIECTaOMIH3aIHIO
curyauu, cratbs B Fox News (akTudeckn Bozjaraer BHHY Ha
MOBCTaHIEB (IbITasich oTBecTH CHPUIO OT HOPJIAHCKOW CTOPOHBI
rpaHMIpl) 3a yOMHCTBO HOpAaHCKOro conpata. Hecmorps Ha
9TO, TOCYIAAPCTBEHHBIH JeNapTaMEHT BBITYCTHI 3asBJICHHE O
TOM, HYTO «OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 32 TAaKOTQ POJA HACHIHE JISHKUT
HETOCPE/ICTBEHHO HA PeXMME Acama»’. Tlo cyTn, 3T0 jgenmaer
CHPHIACKOE TPaBUTENBCTBO OTBETCTBEHHBIM HE TOJIBKO 332 CBOM
JIEWCTBHS, HO U 32 JEHCTBUS OMIO3UIIMOHHBIX CHIT TOXe!

C Acadom noxonyeno

[Npunaraercst MHOrO YCHIIMH, KOTOPBIE TPAHHYAT C IICHOIIC»
WiH fesuHpopMaIei’, ¥ (OKYCHPYIOT BHHMAHHE Ha MPEIIIONa-
raeMoil HecTaOWJILHOCTU (M, CIIeOBATEIbHO, «HEN30SKHOM Kpa-
xe») pexxuma Acana. [Ipumep Tomy nosisuics B staBape 2013 r. B
razere «Anbayaba», TAe YTBEp)KAAIOCh, YTO Acal M €ro CeMbs
KWK Ha BOGHHOM KopaOlie, KOTOpBIH OXpaHsiu pycckue. Mmes
ATOr0 COOOILEHHS TAKOBA, YTO CUPUICKAst 3eMJIsl OOJIbIIIE HE SIBIIS-
ercsi OezomacHOl it Acala M €ro CEMbH, U YTO OH HE JIOBEpsieT
HaJ&KHOCTU CUPHICKHX CHIJI 0€30IacHOCTH, MX CIIOCOOHOCTH 3a-
UIUTUTH €r0 WIKM TO MECTO, I'/Ie OH HaxoAuTcsd. TeM He MeHee, 3Ta
«TOJICKa3Ka» ObLIa JlJaHa MCTOYHUKAMH pa3Benku rasere Caysios-
ckoit Apapuu’. YunteBas, uto CayaoBckas ApaBus SBISETCS
OJTHOW W3 CTpaH, aKTHBHO y4aCTBOBaBILIECH B CTPEMJICHHH CBEpI-
HYTb Acaja, K 9Toi HHpOpPMAIIHH ClIeTyeT OTHOCHTBCS C OONBIION
OCTOPOXXHOCTBIO, TaK KaK 3TO COOTBETCTBYET IMOIUTHYECKON IIO-
Bectke aHA CaymoBCKOW ApaBUM, HAIIPABICHHOW HAa TO, YTOOBI
MONBITATHCS YBEIMYUTh BO3MOYKHOCTh «HEM30©KHOT0» Koyniarca
pexnma Acana, YUUTBIBasl pPOiib, KOTOPYIO HIPAIOT HEMaTepHalb-
HBIE 2JIEMEHTHI B BOiHE. [IpaBUTENBCTBA APYTHX CTPaH, HAPUMED,
MOryT OBITH OOJIee CKIIOHHBI K TTOJIEPXKKE TOM CTOPOHBI, KOTOpasi,
COIVIACHO X TPEIIONIOKEHHIO, OKKETCsl TOOeTUBIIIE CTOPOHOM
B KoH(umkTe. Takum 00pa3oM, HeMaTepHaIbHBIE HJIEMEHTHI MOTYT
OBITH peoOpa3oBaHbl B OoJiee Ocsi3aeMble ISUCTBHS U PE3YIIBTATHI.

Kpartkuit 0030p curyanmuu B Cupun, nanseiii Royal United
Services Uncturyrom (RUSI) (urons 2012) sBnsieTcst THIIMYHBIM
3anaJIHbIM «aHAJTU30M» CUTYallMH B KOH(IIUKTE (C MOX0XKECTHIO
Ha aHaJIM3 | MpeJcKa3aHus «HeMuHyeMoroy maaenust Kagnadu,
YTO CIY4WIOCH T'Opa3llo MO3Ke, 4YeM ObUIO TepBOHAYaIbHO
npezickazaHo). Takke MHOTO TOBOPHUTCS O BJIMSIHUM HeMaTepH-
aJBHBIX aKTHBOB Acajia, KaKk U 00 OCBEIEHUU «HOBOCTEH» HIIH

USA Today. URL: http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/

world/2012/10/22/lebanon-erupts-in-fighting/1649839/, 22 October 2012 (accessed 19 February 2013)
? Syria’s Civil War Spills Violence Across Borders into Jordan, Lebanon. Fox News (AP). URL: http://www.foxnews.com/world
/2012/10/22/jordanian-soldier-killed-in-clash-with-militants- trymg to-slip-into-syria/, 22 October 2012 (accessed 19 February 2013)

? Psyops is short for the term psychological operations,
which is directed against enemy forces to disrupt their
decision making capacity and in this instance the unity of
Syria’s political and military elite. Disinformatsiya is the
intentional spreading of false or misleading information
by an organisation in order to influence the decision mak-
ing process of the intended target audience that would
benefit the agenda of the originator.

He’s on a Boat! Bashar al Assad Allegedly Living on a Russian Warship. Editor’s Choice,

*Tlcuonc (Psyops) — COKpAIEHHOE OT «TICHXOJIOTHYECKHE OTIEPALIHID) —
HAIlpaBJICH MPOTHB BPA)KECKUX CHJI, HA TO, YTOOBI II0J0PBATh UX CIIO-
COOHOCTh K IPUHATHIO PEIICHWH, B JAHHOM Cllydae — OObeIMHEHHe
CHPHICKON TIOJIMTHYECKONH M BOSHHOI 21uThl. JlesuH(popMaIms — 310
HAMEPEHHOE PacIpocTpaHeHue (aIbIIMBON WIX HETOUYHOH MH(pOpMa-
LMY JUISL TOTO, YTOOBI MOBJIMATH HAa MPOLIECC NPUHATUS PEILeHNH ayau-
TOpHEHN, HA KOTOPYIO OHA HAIMpABJIEHA, YTO CIYXKHT LEIsM pacpocTpa-
HUTEJIS Ie3UH(POPMALIHHL
Albawaba. URL:

www.albawaba.com/editorchoice/assad-russia-ship-463592, 15 January 2013 (accessed 18 January 2013).
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sets as it is about reporting ‘news’ or ‘facts’. For
external audiences, if they believe in a collapse they
are more likely to commit to supporting the insur-
gents and renouncing support for Assad. This has the
effect of creating the facade of legitimacy for those
insurgent forces through creating an impact on inter-
national opinion. The situation is different for do-
mestic actors, who are potentially likely to want to
support what is perceived to be the winning side or at
least to weaken their resistance to the insurgent forc-
es by sapping the will to continue to fight.

One of the characterisations of Assad that sur-
faces, but without any substantiation, is that he is a
weakling and a coward.! There is no direct evi-
dence to support this claim, other than something
that is uttered by those with an interest to see his
regime overthrown. This is intended to erode sup-
port and belief among the people. administration
and security forces in the leadership of Assad
through the use of attempted labelling. Comparing
Assad’s situation with that of the Alamo is addi-
tionally, rather meaningless, but the effect is in-
tended to be emotionally and not logically based.

A lot of opinion is presented on behalf of other
parties in this conflict by Western politicians that are
speaking on behalf of Syrians or other countries. such
as Russia (with or without the knowledge or consent
from these parties). A prime example of this was when
the French Foreign Minister, Laurent Fabius, spoke in
December 2012. “I think the end is approaching for
Mr Bashar al Assad. [...] You have seen, even if it’s
controversial, even the Russians see it coming’. If
subiected to critical analysis these words don’t hold
much weight, however. within a pathos laden envi-
ronment it is less likely to be critically evaluated. For
instance, Fabius speaks on behalf of Russia. but there
is no effort made to substantiate this claim. The belief
and effect lies in the potential power of ethos, power
of persuasion given his position.

Weapons of Mass Destruction ... Again!

With echoes going back for the justification for
invading, and then subsequently occupying Iraq, the
issue of the presence of weapons of mass destruction
(WMDs) has surfaced again with the various scenar-
ios for directly attacking Syria. Media articles, re-
ports and statements by political and military actors
mostly allude to the presence and possible use of
chemical weapons by the Assad regime, and possible
military responses to stave off their use or as a form
of retaliation after their use.

One of the most detailed accounts of chemical
weapons and various possible military options by the
West can be found in RUSI’s 2012 report the Syria
Briefing. Paul Schulte contributes a section, Syrian
Chemical Weapons Stocks: A Choice of Risks and
Evils (pp. 20-27). Interestingly, this section notes that
it would be extremely difficult to justify owing to the
absent Iraqi WMDs in the wake of the US-led invasion
in March 2003 (p. 26). There is extensive playing of
different scenarios throughout the section, but ultimate-
ly concludes that the Syrian security forces are unlikely
to use these weapons on the battlefield (p. 22). A num-

«(akroy. BHemHss aynuTopus, eciy OHa BEPHUT B Kpax, Ooiee
CKJIOHHA K TOJUIEP)KKE MOBCTAHIIEB M K OTKA3y OT IOJIEPKKH
Acana. B aTom 3akirouaercst o ekt cozganus Qacana 3aKoH-
HOCTH ISl TIOBCTAHUECKHMX CWJI ITyTE€M BIIMSHUS HAa MEXKIyHa-
poaHoe o0IIecTBEHHOe MHeHWe. VHas cUTyalusi CKJlaIbIBaeTcst
UL OTEYECTBEHHBIX aKTOPOB, KOTOpBIE MMOTEHIUAIBHO, CKOpee
BCEr0, 3aXOTAT HOAJEpPKaTh TOr0, KTO BOCIPHHUMAETCS Kak
moOeMUBIIIas CTOPOHA WM, IO KpaiHeH Mepe, OClIabHTh CBOE
COTPOTHUBIICHHE CHJIaM BOCCTaBIINX, HE BBIKA3bIBasl KEJIaHUS
MIPOIOIIKATE OOPHOY.

OpHa U3 xapakTepucTuk Acana, KoTopas MyccupyeTcs: 6e3
KaKHX-TH00 0G0CHOBAHHIA, 3TO TO, 4TO OH cabak u Tpyc'. s
3TOTO YTBEPXKJIEHUSI HE CYILECTBYET IPSIMbBIX OCHOBAHHWH 3a HC-
KJIIOUEHWEM TOr'0, YTO 3Ta XapaKTEPUCTHKA JAeTCs TEMH, KTO
3aMHTEpECcCOBaH B MaJeHHH ero pexuma. [logoOHble ciyxu
HAaIpaBJIeHbI Ha TO, YTOOBI OCJIA0UTh MOJIEPKKY M BEPY B Hapo-
Jie, aJIMUHUCTPAllMd U CcUJlaX O€30MacHOCTH B PYKOBOJCTBO
Acana 3a cueT MCIIOJIb30BaHMsl METOJa HaBEUIMBAHUS SPIIBIKOB.
CpaBHUBaTh CUTyaluIO Acaza ¢ TOH, 4To ObUIa B ATaMO, K TOMY
e JOBOJBHO OECCMBICIEHHO, HO 3(PQEKT 3TOro CpaBHEHUS
NpeiHa3HavyeH Ul AMOIMOHAILHOTO BOCIIPHATHS, a HE JUIsl JIO-
THYECKOI'0 OCMBICIICHUSI.

MHoOro coObITHH B 3TOM KOH(JIMKTE TPEACTABISETCS OT
HUMEHH JIPYTUX CTOPOH 3alaJHBIMH MOJHTHKAMH, KOTOPHIE BBI-
CTYMalOT OT MMEHW CHPHHLEB WIM JPYIUX CTpaH, TaKUX Kak
Poccus (c Benoma wim 6e3 BejoMa, WK COTJIACHS ITUX CTOPOH).
SIlpkuM TIpUMEpPOM 3TOTO SIBJISETCS BBICKAa3bIBAaHWE MHHHUCTpA
I/IHOCTpaHHI)IX nen ®@paniun Jlopana ®daduyca B aexadbpe 2012

: «51 mymato, uTo mpuONMKaeTcs KoHel rocrouny bamap anb
Acaz[y [...] Bel Bunenu, paxe eciu 3To OCIIapHBACTCA, YTO JaKe
POCCHSIHE 3aMETHIH ero NpHOTIKeHHe» . ECIM MOIBEPrHYTh
9TH CJIOBA KPUTHYECKOMY aHaJIM3Y, TO CTaHET SICHO, YTO OHU He
UMEIOT OOJBIIOro Beca, OHAKO, B Mad)OCHOM cpelle MajoBepo-
STHO, 4YTO 5TO BBICKA3bIBAHHE IIOJBEPTHETCS KPUTUYECKON
ouenke. Harmpumep, xorga ®@abuyc roBoputr ot umenu Poccun,
TO OH Jja’Ke He MbITaeTcsi 000CHOBAaTh CBOE yTBepkIeHue. Bepa
u ekt nexar B NOTCHIUATIBHONW CUIIE PUTOPUKH, CHie YOeK-
JIeHUsI, KOTOpast 3a]JaHa €ro MOJI0KEHHEM.

Opyoicue maccoeozo ynuumoodicenust ... Onams!

Kak 5x0 onpaBaaHusi BTOp)KEHUsI U TTOCIEIYIONIEH OKKyIia-
uun Mpaka Bonpoc 0 HaJWM4YMU OPYXKHS MaccOBOTO YHHUUTOMXKe-
Hust (OMY) BHOBB BCIUTBUI HA IOBEPXHOCTD C Pa3IMYHBIMH CIIe-
HapusaMu npsMoit ataku Ha Cuputo. Crateu B CMU, noxnaas! u
BBICTYIJICHUS! TIOJIMTHKOB U BOCHHBIX, TJIAaBHBIM 00pa3oM, HaMe-
KalOT Ha HaJM4YHe U BO3MOXKHOCTD UCIIOJIb30BAHHS XUMHUYECKOTO
OpYXHSI P&KHUMOM Acasia U BO3MOXXHBII BOSHHBIH OTBET C Iie-
JIBIO MPEAOTBPAILEHUS €r0 UCIIOIb30BaHMs MIH Kak (opmy pe-
BaHIIIA [TOCJIE €r0 HCIOJIb30BAHUSI.

OpuH 13 caMbIX MOIPOOHBIX OTYETOB, IMOATrOTOBIEHHBIX Ha
3anazie, 0 XUMHUYECKOM OpPYXXKHU U Pa3IMYHBIX BO3MOXKHBIX BO-
€HHBIX BapuaHTax MoxHO Haiitu B otuere RUSI 2012 r. «Kpat-
ko o Cupum». Ilon Hlynsre moarotoBun pasgen «Cupuiickue
3armachl XMMUYECKOTO OpYKus: BBIOOp PuckoB u 3o0m» (cTp. 20—
27). IHTepecHo, 4TO B 3TOM pasJiesie OTMEYAETCsl, YTO ObUIO OBl
KpaiiHe TpyIHO OINpaBJaTh aMepUKaHCKoe BTOp)keHHe B Mpak B
mapte 2003 r. B cBsi3u ¢ oTCcyTcTBUEM B Mpake opyxusi Mmacco-
Boro yHuuToxeHus (ctp. 26). KpacHoli HUTbIO Yepe3 BeCh pas-
JIeTl TIPOXOJUT OOBITPHIBAHUE PA3IMYHBIX CIEHAPHEB Pa3BUTHUS
koH(umKTa B Cupun, HO, B KOHEYHOM HTOT'€, aBTOpP MPUXOJIUT K
BBIBO/lY, YTO CHPHWCKHE CHIIBI O€30MacHOCTH BpSI JH OYyIyT
UCIIONIb30BaTh ATO OpYKUe Ha moine 0os (ctp. 22). Psin Bonpocos
CTaJ OYEBHHBIM IIPU aHAIM3€ JAHHOI'O pasjena: yaapbl C BO3-

! Zumwalt J. Awaiting Departure of Syria’s ‘Coward of the Alamo’. UPL URL: http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Analysis/OutsideView/2013/
Ol/ 15/0utside-View-Awaiting-departure-of-Syrias-Coward-of-the-Alamo/UPI-88281358226240/, 15 January 2013 (accessed 16 January 2013)
2 Staff Writers. End is Near for Regime of Syria’s Assad: France. Space War. URL: http:/www.spacewar.com/reports/End is_
near_for regime of Syrias Assad France 999.html, 16 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)
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ber of matters become evident in the analysis of this
section, air strikes may be costly owing to Syrian air
defence systems and the results would be difficult to
confirm, and this is an unpopular and risky reason for
embarking upon direct military intervention.

A number of stories concerning the alleged pres-
ence and possible use of WMDs in Syria have been
circulating through the mass media sphere, and the
possible and calculated responses by various foreign
actors. There were an increased number of these stories
appearing in the media during the period December
2012 and January 2013. One such story covered the
United Nations preparing to send chemical weapons
kits to its monitors stationed in the Golan Heights mon-
itoring mission. In the same article was a paragraph
dedicated to an accusation by the United States that it
had intelligence showmg ‘Syria was considering using
its chemical weapons™ . President Obama made a rhe-
torical condemnation of such a move in spite of the fact
that nothing had happened, and remembering 10 years
ago the United States had ‘irrefutable’ intelligence
evidence of WMDs in Iraq, which proved to be false.
Yet there was no critical review or alternative infor-
mation offered, the statement was received and repeat-
ed without any due journalistic rigour.

This ‘news’ started a flurry of symbolic rhetoric
and more questions than answers. In late November
2012, Israeli satellite imagery showed what appeared
to be chemicals in preparation for what was thought
to be their military use. The uncertainty soon disap-
peared from the information that was transformed in
to a certainty. In connection with the chemical weap-
on threat, the Pentagon has even publicly stated that
at least 75000 troops would be needed to ‘secure’ the
stocks. The New York Times article also expressed
doubts about the measures taken by the Syrian au-
thorities to secure WMD stocks from Islamist extrem-
ists.” Yet there is no reflection on the consequences of
the West and its allies of arming those same insurgent
groups that may just capture those chemical weapons,
let alone placing all responsibility on the shoulders of
any one national leader.

In January the State Department was even
forced to refute an allegation that Syria had used
chemical weapons in December 2012. The basis of
this story was a supposedly leaked State Depart-
ment report that made the claim. The Foreign Poli-
cy magazine used this for the basis of a “compel-
ling case” that Syrian government forces had used
poison gas. The spokeswoman for the State De-
partment, Victoria Nuland, stated “that report from
Foreign Policy did not accurately convey the anec-
dotal information that we had received from a third
party re%arding the alleged incident in Syria in De-
cember’™. The US started to quickly cool the rheto-
ric though, the Secretary of Defence Leon Panetta,
tried to reassure that no ground troops would be
sent to secure chemical weapons if the Syria gov-
ernment fell. “We are not working with options that

Jlyxa MOTYT OBITh BEeChbMa JOPOTOCTOSIIUM H3-32 CHPHHCKOHN
cucrembl [1BO u pe3ynbTaTsl OyieT TpyAHO HOATBEPANUTD, U 3TO
HEToNyJIsIpHast 1 PUCKOBAaHHAS MIPUYMHA JUIS TIPSMOTO BOSGHHOTO
BMEIIATENbCTBA.

B MenuiiHO# cepe MPKYIHPYIOT pacckasbl O Mpe/roiarae-
MOM HAJIMYUU ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTH Mcnonb3oBanus OMY B Cupuu u o
BO3MOXXHBIX PaCCUMTAHHBIX OTBETAX PA3IMYHBIX WHOCTPAHHBIX
akropoB. B nepuon ¢ nexabpst 2012 r. — stuBapst 2013 1. yBenuyu-
JIOCh KOJIMYECTBO MOJOOHBIX UCTOPUII B CPEICTBAX MAaCCOBOW HH-
¢dopmarm. OzHa Takasi UCTOPUSI IOBECTBYET O TOM, uTo OpraHu-
3armsi OO0beuHeHHbIX Haliuii roToBUTCS OTIPaBUTh HAOOPHI XH-
MHYECKOTO OPYXKHs Ui CBOMX MOHHUTOPOB, Pa3MEIIEHHBIX B MO-
HUTOpUHTOBOM Muccuu I'omanckux BeicotT. B Toit e crathe ecTh
a0zatl, MOCBSIIEHHBI OOBMHEHHSM cO CTOpPOHBI CoOeNMHEHHBIX
IraroB, yro Kak moka3biBaeT pasBenka «CHpUs paccMaTpHBacT
BO3MOKHOCTb HCIIO/NB30BAHMS CBOETO XHMHUECKOTO OPYKH» .
[pe3unent Obama pUTOPHUIECKH OCYAWII TAKOH IIar, HECMOTPS Ha
TO, YTO HUYETO 3TOr0 HE MPOU3OILIO0, U, TOMHS O TOM, Kak 10 yer
Hazayn y CIIA ObuM «HEONPOBEPIKUMBIE» JJOKa3aTeIbCTBa, MOTY-
YeHHBIE OT Pa3BEIKH, O CYIIECTBOBAHHH OPYKHS MacCOBOrO yHH-
yroxxeHus B Vpake, 4To oKa3anoch JIOXKbl0. TeM He MeHee, HUKa-
KOr0 KPUTHYECKOIO aHaIW3a WM albTepPHATHBHON MH(pOpMalyn
He TIOCIIE0BAIIO0, ATO 3asiBJICHHE OBUIO CIENaHo U MOBTOpsiETCs Oe3
KaKOH-JTM00 KYPHAINCTCKOW POBEPKU.

OTa «HOBOCTB» BbI3BaJIa IIKBAJ CUMBOJIMYECKOW PUTOPUKH U
nopoauiaa OONbIIe BONPOCOB, YeM OTBETOB. B KoHIE HOSOps
2012 r. m3pamibCKue CIYTHUKOBBIE CHUMKH IMOKa3ald TO, 4TO,
Ka3aJIoCh, OBUIO XMMHUYECKUMH BELIECTBAMH IS MOATOTOBKU K
TOMY, YTOOBI UCIIONB30BaTh X B BOSHHBIX LiesX. Heomnpenesnen-
HOCTB IIPEATIONOKEHUsI CKOPO Mcye3na u3 nHpopmanmu, a cama
nHpopmarys Obl1a IpeoOpa3oBaHa B yBepeHHOE YTBepxkaeHue. B
CBSI3M C YTPO30M XUMHYECKOro opyxus [leHraroH naxe my0Onny-
HO 3asBWJI, 4TO, 110 MeHblIel Mepe, 75000 Boiick 6ymyT HeoOxo-
JIUMBI 171 «3anmThy GoHma. Ctates B «Hero-Mopk Taiimc» Tak-
K€ BBIpa3uiia COMHEHHUS 110 TIOBOAY MEp, NPUHATHIX CHPUHCKUMHU
BJIACTAMH JUIAl 32LUUTBI 3a11aCOB OMY OT ucnaMcKux 3KCTpeMu-
cToB”. O1HAKO He ObLTO HHKAKMX KOMMEHTApHEB O TIOCIECTBHAX
TOTO, 4TO 3amaj ¥ ero COI03HUKH BOOPYXKAIOT TE XKe MOBCTaHYe-
CKHE TPYIIIBI, KOTOpPbIE MOTYT IIPOCTO 3aXBaTUTh XHUMHYECKOE
OpY)KHE, He TOBOPSI Y)Ke O BO3JIOXKEHHHU BCEil OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU Ha
TUIEYH KaKOT0-JIM0O0 HAIIOHAIILHOTO JIUIEpA.

B siHBape I'ocynapcTBeHHbIH NenmapTaMeHT Jlae BBIHYXKJICH
OBbUT ONPOBEPTHYTH yTBeprKAeHHe, 4To CHpHs IPUMEHsIIa XUMHU-
yeckoe opyxkue B nekadbpe 2012 r. B ocHoBe 3T0it ucropuu Obuia
SIKOOBI yTeUKa U3 I0KJIaaa [ ocyiapcTBEHHOr 0 JienapTaMeHTa, 4To
MOCITY’KWIJIO TIPUYMHON 1ofio0Horo 3asienus. Kypnan Foreign
Policy ucmons30Bai 310 Kak OCHOBY IS «yOCTUTEIBHBIX JOKa3a-
TENILCTB» TOTO, YTO CHUPHUICKUE MPaBUTEILCTBEHHBIE BOWCKA HC-
MIOJIB30BANIN OTpaBLstronui ra3. [Ipecc-cexperaps I'ocynapctBen-
Horo aenapramenta Bukropust Hynmann 3asBuia, 4ro «3T0 O00-
mieHue B xypHaiie Foreign Policy He TouHO mepenaeT aHeKIOTH-
YECKyI0 HH(POPMAINIO, KOTOPYIO MBI TIOJIYYHIIH OT TPETHUX JIUIl B
OTHOIICHHH MPE/INOIAraeMOr0 HHIKACHTa B CHPHHU B 1eKabpe»’.
CILA cranu ObICTPO OXJIAXK/IATh PUTOPHKY, XOTS MHHHCTP 000-
ponbl Jleon IlanerTa mbITancs yCHOKOUTH, YTO HUKAKHE HAa3eM-
HBIE BOlicKa He OyqyT HampaBJieHbI U1t oOecrieyeHus Oe30MacHo-
CTH XUMHYECKOTO OPYXHs, €CIU TpaBUTENbCTBO CHpHU TaJerT.
«MsbI He paboTaeM ¢ BAPUAHTAMH, KOTOpbie TpeOyIOT MOCHUIKH
BOGHHBIX CATIOT HA 3eMITIO»'. DTO MOKET ObITh PH3HAKOM TOTO,

! Staff Writers. UN Sending Chemical Weapons Kits to Syria Monitors. Space Wars (AFP). URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/
UN_sending chemical weapons kits to Syria monitors 999.html, 17 December 2012 (accessed 8 January 2013)

2 Schmitt E. & Sanger D.E. Hints of Syrian Chemical Weapons Push Sets off Global Effort to Stop it. The New York Times. URL:
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/08/world/middleeast/chemical-weapons-showdown-with-syria-led-to-rare-accord.html? r=0, 7

January 2013 (accessed 8 January 2013)

3 Staff Writers. “No Credible Evidence” Syria Used Chemical Arms: US, Space War (AFP). URL: http://www.spacewar.com/reports/
No credible evidence Syria used chemical arms US 999.html, 16 January 2013 (accessed 17 January 2013)

41



NPOCTPAHCTBO U BPEMA 2(12)/2013

involve boots on the ground”'. This may be an indi-
cation that the US does not consider the situation
ripe for direct military involvement yet, in spite of
possessing military superiority. There is a likeli-
hood of losses of military hardware and personnel,
plus the prospect of becoming entangled in yet an-
other intractable insurgency.

Another article that was based completely on
hearsay and lacking in any sort of balance or scrutiny
appeared in the Financial Times in January 2013. It
accused Syria of harbouring up to 50 tonnes of unen-
riched uranium at an orchard where an alleged ‘se-
cret uranium conversion site’ is located. A lot of un-
substantiated guesswork and rumours are generated
about the site, which has a satellite views that shows
some buildings and an orchard. Clearing of the or-
chard “for no apparent reason” and signs of defen-
sive positions, together with possible signs of
fighting are offered as ‘concrete proof” of the sinister
nature of the facility. The article even speculates as
far as stating Iran may be intending to seize this al-
leged stockpile of uranium. In doing so, this article is
bringing the spectre of the West’s long-time enemy
into the picture for extra threat perception®. The
viewer comments were justifiably sceptical of the
story, a number referring to the Iragi WMDs some
10 years earlier.

This particular ‘news’ story attracted the atten-
tion of the media watcher News Unspun that criti-
cally analysed the story methodically, exposing the
fallacies and poor standards of journalism. The edi-
tors of News Unspun were fairly polite in their final
assessment of the article penned by Blitz.

The ‘concerns’ Blitz reports on belong to his
sources, so it is their judgement, and not just his,
which is premised on fallacy. Blitz, however. has
based his entire argument, without criticism, on the
opinions of these officials, and has further devel-
oped them into a foretelling narrative, one which
doesn’t stand up to even the slightest scrutiny .

The use of such stories as WMDs seems to be
directed at wider international publics by trying to
create an environment of fear that implies the threat
could go beyond the borders of Syria. For fear to be
successful, people need to believe that somethlng
bad can p0551b1y happen (such as a dirty bomb* or
chemical weapon attack), and that this source of
threat can touch them personally. If successfully
achieved (instilling a sense of fear), then a state of
pathos becomes the primary element of persuasion,
which makes an audience easier to ‘manage’.

Options for Open Military Intervention

The last narrative to be discussed is the issue of
an open military attack against the Assad regime in
Syria. This would be a departure from the current

yto CIIIA Bce ke He CUMUTAIOT CUTYaIlMIO CO3PEBIIEH ISl HeTo-
CPE/ICTBEHHOTO y4acTHsi BOGHHBIX, HECMOTPsSI Ha o0JaJaHue BO-
€HHBIM TPeBOCX0/ICTBOM. CyIECTBYeT BEPOSTHOCTh MOTEPU BO-
€HHOW TEXHWKHU W IIePCOHala, a TAaK)Ke IEPCIEKTUBBI 3aIyTaThCs
ellle B OJIHOM Oe3HaJIe)KHOM BOCCTaHHH.

Jpyras cTaThsi, KoTOpas ObLIa OCHOBaHA MOJHOCTHIO HA CIY-
Xax M OTCYTCTBUH JIFOOOTO BHja OajlaHCa MM TPOBEPKH IOSIBH-
nack B Financial Times B stuBape 2013 1. B neit Cupust 00BHHS-
Jack B YKpbIBaTenbcTBe 10 50 TOHH HEoOOrallleHHOTO ypaHa B
HEKOEM IUIOJIOBOM CaJ1y, TJI€ IKOOBI HaXOIUTCS «CEKPETHBIN 00b-
€KT I10 TiepepaboTke ypaHay». MHOro He0OOCHOBaHHBIX JIOTa/IOK U
CIIyXOB PaclpOCTPAHSIIOTCS O MeCTe, KOTOpOe MOKa3aHO Ha Kaj-
pax, CHATBIX CO CITyTHHUKA, Ha KOTOPBIX MOKHO BHIETh KaKHE-TO
3MaHus U call. YOopka caza «0e3 KaKux-1n00 BUAMMBIX TPHYHH)
Y MIPU3HAKHU CYIIECTBOBAHHSI OOOPOHUTENBHBIX ITO3UIMH — BCE 3TO
BMECTE CO 3HAKaMH, BO3MOXKHO, TOBOPSLIMME 0 Oopk0e, mperyia-
raercsi Kak «KOHKPETHOE JIOKA3aTelIbCTBOY 3JIOBEIETO XapaKkrepa
o0bekTa. CHeKysiMy B CTaThe 3aXOMIAT JaXKe TaK JAJEKO, YTO
YTBEPXKIAIOT, 4T0 MpaH, MOXKeT ObITh, HAMEPEBAETCS BOCIIONb30-
BaThCsl ATUMH TIpeNIoNIaraeMbIMU 3arlacaMy ypaHa. B mpomecce
MOAOOHBIX pacCY)KACHHH JaHHAas CTaThsl IEPeYHCIsier UENblid
CIEKTP NIABHHX BpAros 3amana, pucysl KapTHHY JOMOTHUTEIBHOM
yrposer'. KoMMeHTapun 0603peBaTessi OTHOCHTENHHO JAHHOI
UCTOpUM OBUTH OOOCHOBAHHO CKENTHYECKUMHU, MHOTHE M3 HHUX
OTCBUIAIOT K UCTOPHUU 00 UPAKCKOM OPYXKHH MacCOBOTO TMOpake-
HUSI, KOTOpask paclpoCTPpaHsIach AECITHIO FOlaMU PaHbIIIE.

VIMeHHO 3Ta «HOBOCTHAasl» WCTOpHs IPUBJIEKIA BHUMAaHHUE
MenuitHoro obo3penus News Unspun, koTopoe moapoOHO Kpu-
THUYECKH ITPOaHAIN3UPOBAJIO ATy HCTOPHIO, BBHISIBMB B HEll 3a-
ONMyXJCHUS] W HU3KUH YpPOBEHb JKYpPHAJIHCTUKU. PenakTopsl
News Unspun ObUTH JOBOJIBHO BEKJIUBBI B CBOCH OKOHYATENb-
HOM OLIeHKE CTaThH, HanmucaHo! biutiem.

BeickazanHass «03a004eHHOCTB», Kak coobmaer biuri,
MIPUHAUISKUT €0 UCTOYHUKAM, TaK 4TO TO UX CYXKIEHHS, a HE
TOJBKO €ro COOCTBEHHBIE OCHOBBIBAIOTCS Ha 3a0JyKIACHHH.
Bbnurn, onHako, 6e3 Kakoi-IIMOO KPUTUKU CTPOUT BCE CBOM JIO-
BOJBl HA MHEHMSX JTHUX YMHOBHUKOB U JIaJiee Pa3BHBAET OTH
MHEHUsI B NPEACKa3aHus, KOTOPbIE HE BBIICPKUBAIOT JaKe Ma-
Jeied KpUTUKA .

Hcronk3oBaHue Takux HCTOPHH, MOMOOHBIX TEM, YTO OBLIN
3amynIeHbl 00 OPY)KHH MacCOBOTO MTOPaKEHUS, KaK Ipe/ICTaBIseT-
Csl, HAaIpaBJIEHO HA INMUPOKHH KPyr MEXKTyHapOJHOW OOIIEeCTBEH-
HOCTH, c0371aBasi aTMocepy cTpaxa M HaMeKasi Ha TO, 4TO yrpo3a
MOXET BbIiTH 3a TpaHuipl Cupun. UrtoObl 3amyruBaHue OBLIO
YCIIEIIHBIM, JIIOU JIOJDKHBI BEPUTh, YTO MOXKET CITYYHUTHCS YTO-TO
IUI0X0€ (TAKOE, KAK «TPs3Hast 60M6a»’, WK PUMEHEHHE XHMUYe-
CKOTO OpYXHsl), U 4TO 3Ta Yrpo3a MOXKET KOCHYThCS HMX JIMYHO.
Ecnu nenp (BocrutaHue 4yBCTBa CTpaxa) YCIIEIIHO JAOCTHTHYTA,
TOrJa COCTOSIHME Tadoca CTAHOBUTCS OCHOBHBIM 3JIEMEHTOM
YOEXKICHMSI, 4TO JIENAET ayAUTOPHIO JIETYE «YIPABISIEMOI».

Bosmooicnocmu 0nst omkpeimoil 60eHHOU UHmMeEPSeHYUU

[locnenuss ucropusi, 0 KOTOpOH HOMAET peub, Kacaercs OT-
KPBITOrO BOSHHOTO HaraeHus Ha pexxuM Acana B Cupun. Takoe
HarnajieHue ObUTO OBl OTXOJIOM OT HBIHEIIHEW TTOJIMTUKH CKPBITOM,
KOCBEHHOW MOJAJEP)KKH TeX CHJI, KOTOPbIe BBICTYNAIOT MPOTUB

! Wong K. Panetta: No US Troops in Syria if Chemical Weapons Used. The Washington Times. URL: http://www.washingtontimes.com/
news/2013/Jan/ 10/panetta-no-us-troops-syria-if-chemical-weapons-use/, 10 January 2013 (accessed 11 January 2013)

? Blitz J. Fears Raised Over Syria Uranium Stockpile. The Financial Times. URL: http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/a450b660-5998-
1 1e2-88a1-00144feab49a.html#axzz2LHWORT7S, 8 January 2013 (accessed 9 January 2013)

3 Editors, Logical Fallacies: The Financial Times on Syria and Uranium Stockpiles. News Unspun. URL: http://www.newsunspun.org/
artlcle/loglcal -fallacies-the-financial-times-on-syria-and- uramum—stockplles 10 January 2013 (accessed 11 January 2013)

* A dirty bomb is a speculative radiological weapon that
combines radioactive material with conventional explo-
sives. The purpose of the weapon is to contaminate the
area around the dispersal agent/conventional explosion
with radioactive material, serving primarily as an aerial
denial device against civilians. (Ed.).
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* ([ psizHas 6omba» — npocTeimmii BapUaHT TUIOTETHYECKOrO Pajo-
JIOTHYECKOTO OpYXKHs, COCTOMT M3 KOHTEHHEpa C paJrOaKTHBHBIM
M30TOIMOM (M30TOIAMH) M 3apsijia B3phIBYATOrO BEIIECTBA, TP IOJ-
pBIBE 3apsijia B3pHIBUATOrO BELICCTBA KOHTECHHEpP C HW30TOMAMH pas-
pyLIaeTcs U, 3a CYET YIApHOH BOJHBI, PaJMOaKTHBHOE BELIECTBO pac-
MBUISETCS HA JOCTATOUHO OONbIIoN Tutoniany. (Ilpum. peo.).



CUCTEMA KOOPAUHAT

policy of covert indirect support to those forces
opposing the Syrian government and more aligned
to the Libya scenario. However, direct military in-
tervention is hedged as being something that is not
desired by the international community owing to
the Global War On Terrorism that has been ongoing
for over a decade, and with no end in sight or sig-
nificant positive results to show for the investment
of military power, money and lives lost. Thus there
is a tendency to try and deliver a sense of an invol-
untary move towards military intervention by the
West and its allies.

For these reasons the question of some sort of
western intervention in Syria has shifted from a
predilection to stay out of the conflict in any physi-
cal sense to an awareness that intervention is look-
ing increasingly likely. We are not moving towards
intervention but intervention is certainly moving
towards us. For western policy-makers the issue is
rapidly resolving itself into questions over the pur-
poses and most appropriate modes of intervention.
Indeed, in some important respects western inter-
vention has already commenced'.

A mantra seems to have been chosen, and being
repeated often throughout the brief. Intervention has
chosen us, which implies that the West is not con-
sciously seeking to be directly involved with some
form of military intervention. In other words, the
appearance of any form of Western national interest
in Syria and the removal of Assad (as opposed to the
stressed Chinese and Russian national interest in
blocking a L1bya scenario for Syria at the UN Securi-
ty Council®) needs to be absent, and instead a reluc-
tant, responsible global citizen acting in an unselfish
manner is conveyed. This is complete nonsense, and
can be quickly detected in the move away from the
broad concept of whether to get directly involved or
not to more specific issues of the exact nature of the
planned intervention.

Media reporting on international conflicts carries
with it an implicitly expressed judgement on the just-
ness or contra of the use of military force. This is
evident in the use of labels and descriptions that can
in turn describe victims and perpetrators, legitimate
and criminal acts of war, which is uneven and de-
pendent upon the actor that is the subject of the arti-
cle. On the one side of the equation, actions of the
identified ‘bad guy’ are intended to evoke outrage.
The other side of the coin, the actions of the named

‘good guy’ are justified and rationalised and por-
trayed as being legitimate.® There have been a pletho-
ra of opinion articles that have been urging the United
States and its allies to become involved in direct mili-
tary action against Assad as they had done against
Gaddafi in Libya. The US motivations are promoted
as being related to humanitarian concerns — to pro-
mote freedom and democracy. Urgency is often pro-
moted as necessary to prevent a greater human trage-
dy.* Although there is little to substantiate the claims

CHPHICKOTO TIPaBUTENBCTBA, M OBUIO OB Ooiiee MoOXoXke Ha JIH-
BUHCKUI crieHapuil. TeM He MeHee, IpAMOe BOEHHOE BMEIIaTeIb-
CTBO XEDKUPYETCS KaK YTO-TO HE JKENaTelIbHOE JJIsl MEeXIyHa-
poaHoro coolmecTBa n3-3a TI100aJIbHON BOMHBI C TEPPOPUIMOM,
KOTOpast POJIOJDKAETCs yKe OoJiee IECATH JIET, K 3TOMY He BUIHO
KOHI[a, TaKKe KaK M 3HAYMTEIBHBIX IOJOXKUTENLHBIX Pe3yibTa-
TOB, HEOOXOIUMBIX JUIS TOTO, YTOOBI ONPABIATh UHBECTHIINK BO-
€HHOW CHJIBIL, J€HET W MOTEpsSHHbIC )XKU3HH. TakuMm o0pa3oM, cy-
LIECTBYET TEHAEHIMUS, MOMBITAThCsi U CHOPMUPOBATH MPEINCTaB-
JIEHHE O TOM, YTO 3amaj U ero CO3HUKU C HEXKEJIaHUEM CKIIOHS-
I0TCS B CTOPOHY BOEHHOT'O BMEIIIATEHCTBA.

ITo >TMM mpu4YMHAM BOIMpPOC O HEKOEH 3amajHOoN MHTEPBEH-
1un B CHpUIO CMECTHIICS OT CKJIOHHOCTH K TOMY, YTOOBI OCTaThCs
B CTOPOHE OT KOH(JIMKTa B JIFOOOM (hH3UUECKOM CMBICIIE, K 0CO-
3HAHMIO TOTO, YTO BMEIIATENLCTBO BBHIVIAIHUT Bce Ooliee BEpOsIT-
HbIM. He MBI IBIDKEMCsl B CTOPOHY MHTEPBEHIIUH, & HHTEPBEHIHS,
0e3yCIIOBHO, ABMKETCS K HaMm. [lJist TeX, KTO JienaeT MoNUTHUKY Ha
3anaze, npobiema OBICTPO pernaercs cama o cede uepe3 BOIpo-
CBl O IENAX M HauboJiee MOAXOJSIINX METOJaX WHTECPBEHIIUH.
JIeWCTBUTENIFHO, B HEKOTOPBIX BAXKHBIX acCIEKTaX 3amajgHas WH-
TEPBEHIIHS yKe HAYAIaCh .

[TonydaeTcs, 9To MaHTpa yXe BhIOpaHa U YacTO TIOBTOPSETCS.
WurepBenmys BoiOpaiia Hac, — 3TO O3HAYaeT, 4yTo 3amaj He CcTpe-
MUTCSI CO3HATENBFHO OBITh HEMOCPEICTBEHHO BOBJIEYEHHBIM B TY
WIN uHYIO (opMy BOeHHOH MHTEpBEeHIMU. MHBIMU clloBamu, Ipo-
sIBJICHHE JIF000# (hOpMBI 3amaJHBIX HAMOHAIBHBIX WHTEPECOB B
Cupun u yctpaHeHue Acana (B MPOTHUBOIOJIOKHOCTh TTOUEPKH-
BAIOIIUMCSI KUTAHCKMM M PYCCKMM HallMOHAILHBIM MHTEpEcaM B
OnokupoBaHun JmBUiickoro creHapus B Cupun B CoBere bes-
omacsoctt OOH?) JI0KHBI OTCYTCTBOBATh, U BMECTO HHX TIOSB-
JISIETCST  OTBETCTBEHHBIH, OECKOPBICTHBIH B CBOMX JAEHCTBHSIX
TpaKIaHUH MHpa. DTO TIONHAas 4Yylllb, KOTOpass MOXeET OBbITh
OBICTPO OOHApY)KEHA B OTXOJIE OT IIMPOKOM UJICH O TOM, OBITH JIU
HaINpsSMYIO BOBJICYCHHBIM I HET, K 00Jiee KOHKPETHBIM BOIIPO-
caM TOYHOTO XapaKTepa IIaHUPYeMOW HHTEPBEHIIUH.

CMU, ocBemaronye Mex1yHapoJHbIe KOH(IUKTHI, HECYT B
ceOe HESBHO BBIpaXKEHHE CYOBEKTHUBHBIE CYXIEHHS O TOM,
CHpaBeUIMBO MJIM HECIIPaBEIINBO MPUMEHEHHE BOSHHOW CHIIBI.
DTO MpOSBISIETCS B MCIOJIB30BAHUM SIPIBIKOB M CyOBEKTHBHBIX
OITMCaHMH, KOTOpBIE, B CBOIO OYepelb, MOT'YT OBITH Ipe/cTaBIIe-
HBI ONMMCAHUSIMU KEPTB U MPECTYMHUKOB, 3aKOHHBIX U MPECTYII-
HBIX aKTOB BOWHBI, KOTOpBIE OCBEINAIOTCS B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT
MO3UIIMU aBTOpOB craTedl. Ha omHoMm momioce — MeHCTBUSA 1O
BBISIBJICHUIO «IUIOXOTO MapHs», MpeAHa3Ha4YeHHbIE ISl TOrO,
4yT0o0BI BBI3BAaTh BO3MylIeHHe. Ha npyrom momoce — JeHcTBuS,
MIPEANPUHSTHIE «XOPOIIUM TapHEM», ONPAaBIBIBAIOTCS, PalHO-
HAIIM3UPYIOTCA M M300paXkaioTcs Kak 3aKoHHble’. CyIecTByeT
MHOXKECTBO CTaTel, B KOTOPBIX 3BYYHUT MPU3bIB K CoeTMHEHHBIM
[ITatam 1 UX COIO3HMKaM TPHHATH YU9aCTHE B MPSIMBIX BOCHHBIX
JIEWCTBUSAX NPOTUB Acaja, Kak 3To ObUIO cenaHo npotuB Kaa-
nagu B JluBnn. Morusarms CIIA npencraBisieTcsi Kak ryMaHH-
CTHYECKas: coJelicTBHE CBOOOE U JAEMOKPATHH. AKTYalbHOCTb
MOAOOHOTO y4acTHs YacTo MPECTaBISIETCs] Kak HE0OXOAUMOCTh
JUTSL IPEIOTBPAIIEHHs OOJIBIIEH YeTOBEUECKOM Tpareuu, XOTs B
TaKUX CTAaThsAX Majao ODOCHOBAaHMU Ui MOJOOHOro Imara, a
TOJIBKO CJT0BA O MHpE”.

Crnenyromiasi cTaThs, BRIpaXKarolasi Takoe e MHeHue B New
York Times, HarmcaHa B TOM K€ JyXe W MPU3BIBAET K arpecCHB-
HOMY BOEHHOMY HOJXOIY K «paspeleHuto» kpusuca. «Hacrano

! Clarke M. (Introduction), Syria Crisis Briefing: A Collision Course for Intervention. Royal United Services Institute (RUSI). P. 2.
URL: http://www.rusi.org/downloads/assets/SyriaBriefing.pdf. 25 July 2012

%' Sen AK. Russia, China Veto UN Resolution on Syria, More Than 250 Kiiled in Homs. The Washington Times. URL: httpz/www.washington-
tlmes comv/news/2012/feb/4/assad-forces-commit-massacre-syrian-city/ ?page=all, 4 February 2012 (accessed 14 February 2013)

* Editors. Legitimising Violence in Reporting on International Conflict. News Unspun. URL: http://www.newsunspun.org/article/ legitimis-
mg violence-in-reporting-on-international-conflict, 4 February 2013 (accessed 4 February 2013)

* Shaikh S. Preventing a Syrian Civil War. The New York Times. URL: http://travel.nytimes.com/2011/10/13/opinion/preventing-a-
syrian-civil-war.html, 12 October 2011 (accessed 13 February 2013)
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of the opinion articles, only the words of the piece.

Another opinion article in the New York Times
follows a similar vein, and is calling for an aggres-
sive military approach to ‘solving’ the crisis. “It is
time to alter the Svrian balance of power enough to
give political compromise a chance and Assad no
option but departure. That means an aggressive
program to train and arm the Free Syrian Army. It
also means McCain’s call to use U.S. cruise mis-
siles to destroy Assad’s aircraft on the runway is
daily more persuasive”'. There seems to be little or
no reflection on the issues of legality and conse-
quences of such actions, only the presumption that
such actions are completely just.

Predictions have been circulating about the US
eventually becoming involved directly in the armed
conflict. For instance, the former lead State Depart-
ment diplomat on Syria, Fredrik Hof, made such a
prediction at a public event in Washington DC re-
cently. “One way or the other the United States is
going to be sucked into this.”* This statement clearly
implies that direct involvement in the armed conflict
would not be a conscious decision, but a matter of
time and fate. However, other reports would seem to
cast doubt upon the notion of the US as slowly and
unconsciously drifting towards conflict. With echoes
of the Libya campaign, General Dempsey told the
Senate Armed Services Committee that “we have
looked at a number of [military] options that could
be involved here” in order to halt the killings of un-
armed protesters by the Syrian security forces.® This
reveals a number of significant inconsistencies in US
statements and actions. Firstly, they are not arming
insurgent forces, but only providing non-lethal aid.
Yet in the first You-tube video link provided in this
article, new American made weapons are clearly
visible. On top of this, provisional plans for invading
Syria have been drawn up. This has the effect of
making official US statements seem to be neither
consistent nor credible.

In addition to the US plans for intervention, the
United Nations seems to be in the process of prepar-
ing the way to creating contingency plans to send an
international military force in to Syria in the event of
the Syrian government’s collapse according to a
statement received from the UN Peacekeeping Chief
Herve Ladsous. The article stated that he [Ladsous]
confirmed that “the United Nations is drawing up
contingency plans to send a possible international
force to Svria if the government collapses, but the
UN peacekeeping chief gave no details.” However,
the practical ability for the UN to achieve this seems
to be unclear. For instance, the nature of the military
force and pledges of manpower. material and financ-
es by member states makes this proposition seem
like a very difficult task to achieve.

Conclusion

In spite of the historical legacy of the Fourth
Estate role played by Western journalism, there is

BpeMsl, YTOOBI I3MEHUTD OanaHc ciwi B CHpUU 10 TAKOH CTENeHH,
YTOOBI IATh MMOJIUTUYECKOMY KOMIIPOMHUCCY IIAaHC, U Yy Acaaa HeT
BbIOOpa, KpOMe KaK YHTH. DTO O3HA4aeT MPETBOPEHUE B YKU3Hb
SHEPrHYHON MPOrpaMMBbl 10 00yUIEHHIO M BoopykeHuto CBoOo-
Hoit Cupuiickoii ApMun. DTO TaKke O3HAYaeT, UTO MPU3BIB Mak-
KeliHa K HCNOMB30BAaHMIO aMEPUKAHCKUX KPBUIATBIX pakeT IJis
YHUUTOXEHHUS BO3AYIIHBIX CHJI Acajga Ha BSHCTHO-HocaIlO‘IHOI/I
TI07I0CE C KasK/IbIM JHEM CTAHOBHTCA Gosee yoemurenbHbMy ' . Kaxk
MIPECTAaBIACTCS, B 3TOM NPEUIOKEHUU COAEPKUTCS Mayo, WIH
BOOOIIIE OTCYTCTBYET OTpakKEHHE BOIIPOCOB 3aKOHHOCTU M TIO-
CIEICTBUM NpeiaraeMbIx ACHCTBUH, a TOJIBKO MpeAronaraercs,
YTO TaKue AEHUCTBUS OUYEHb MPOCTO OCYILIECTBUTb.

3amymieHsl Ipor1o3sl 0 ToM, uto CIIIA, B KOHEUHOM UTOTE,
OyIyT NMPUHUMATH HEIOCPEJCTBEHHOE y4acTHE B BOOPY)KEHHOM
koH(uukTe. Hanpumep, ObiBIIMI Bemymuii auruioMat ["ocynap-
cTBeHHOro aenapramenta mo Cupun @penpux Xod HemaBHO
CcJIenan Takod MPOrHO3 Ha MMyOJIMYHOM MEPONpHATHH B BammHr-
toHe: «Tak nnmm nnave, CoenuHennblie 1lltaTel OymyT BTSHYTHI-
MH B 3TO»’. 3asBJIGHHE SBHO IOJPA3yMEBAET, UTO HEMOCPE-
CTBEHHOE y4acTHE B BOOPY)KEHHOM KOH(IIUKTE HE Oymer oco-
3HAHHBIM DEIIEHUEM, a CTaHET BOIIPOCOM BPEMEHU M CYABOBI.
Tem He MeHee, Ipyrue AOKNIAJbI, Ka3ajaoch ObI, CTaBAT IO CO-
MHeHHe IpejcTaBieHne o ToM, uro CHIA menneHHo u Heoco-
3HAaHHO CMEMIAIOTCS B CTOPOHY KOH(QuMKTa. OTIOJIOCKOM JIH-
BUICKONH KaMIIaHUM CTaJI0 CKa3aHHOe reHepajoM Jlemrcu ko-
Muccun CeHaTa IO JieflaM BOOPY)KEHHBIX CHJI O TOM, YTO «MBI
paccMoTpenH psiji [BOSHHBIX| BApUAHTOB, KOTOPHIE MOTYT OBITh
3aJIeiCTBOBAHBI 37I€Ch», YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTH YOUHCTBA OE30pyX-
HBIX JICMOHCTPAHTOB CHPUIICKMMH CHJIAMH 0E30MacHOCTH . JTO
BBIBOJIUT Ha TIOBEPXHOCTH PsIJI CYIIECTBEHHBIX MPOTUBOPEYHI B
sasBienuax U neiictBusax CIIIA. CHavanma ObUTO 03BYYEHO, YTO
OHHU HE BOOPYXXAIOT MOBCTAHLIEB, a TOJBKO OKAa3bIBAIOT ITOMOIIIb,
HE CBA3aHHYIO C JIETaJbHBIMH HUCXoJaMu. TeM He MeHee, B Iep-
BoM BHJeo Ha You Tube, cchlika Ha KOTOpOe HPUBOAUTCS B
9TOH CTaThe, HOBOE OpYXHE aMEpUKAHCKOIO IIPOM3BOJICTBA YET-
Ko BuAHO. bonee Toro, mpeaBapuTeIbHbIE IJIaHBI BTOPKEHUS B
CupHIo y)Ke COCTaBIIEHbl. DTO BBI3BIBAET A(PPEKT HElTOBEPHS K
odunnaneaeiM 3asBieHusM CIIA, kotopwle, Kaxercs, HE Co-
TJIACYFOTCS] MEXK/Ty COOOM M HE BBI3BIBAIOT JOBEPHSI.

B nononuenue x muanam CIIA no maTepBeHumMu OpraHu-
samms O0bequHECHHBIX Harmid, KaskeTcs:, HaXOIHUTCS B IPOIIecce
MIOJTOTOBKU ITYTH K CO3JaHUIO IUIAHOB IS OTIIPaBKU MEXTyHa-
POIHBIX BOEHHBIX CHJI B CHpHIO B Cllydae Kpaxa CHPHHCKOIo
IIPaBUTENIbCTBA, B COOTBETCTBUHU C 3asIBIEHUEM, MTOJTYYEHHBIM OT
Jlancy Opse, rmaBel no nojnepxkanuo mupa OOH. B cratbe
yIBepkaanoch, 4ro Jlagcy moarBepami, uto «OpraHu3anus
OObenuHeHHbIx Harmii pazpabaTbiBaeT IUTaHbl IS BO3MOXKHOM
OTIIPAaBKH MEXIYHApOAHBIX cuil B CHpHIO, €CIIU NPaBUTENbCTBO
TaJICT, HO IMaBa MUPOTBOPYECKUX CHI OOH ne coolmun 1mo-
apobHOCTei»*. ONHAKO He SCHO, CYIIECTBYIOT JH BO3MOXKHOCTH
s OOH Ha mpakTuke JoCcTUYb 9TOM 1enu. Hampumep, xapak-
Tep BOGHHOW CHJIBI M 0053aTeJbCTBA OKa3aHWs MOMOIIY JIIOA-
CKUMH, MaTepUalibHBIMU U ()MHAHCOBBIMHU PECYpCaMH ToCyap-
CTBaMU-WIEHAMH JIeJIaeT 3TO NMpeUIoKeHNEe, KaK KaXeTCsl, OUeHb
TPYIHOH [UIsl BBIIOJIHEHUS 3a1a4eH.

3akiarouenne

HeCMOTpH Ha UCTOPUYECCKOC HACIICAUEC PpOIr quBepTOFO Co-
CJIOBUs, KOTOPYIO UI'pacT 3anajHas )XYpHaJIMCTHKaA, CYHICCTBYCT
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little to no evidence (among the articles that have
been scrutinised in this article) of the mass media
playing an independent or critical role in analysing
the war in Syria. Articles appearing in the mass
media tend to agree with and develop the narra-
tives and argumentation advanced by Western
politicians and others that have a definite set of
narrow interests in Syria and the attempted act of
regime change.

Contemporary wars are composed of two ele-
ments that exist simultaneously, the physical fighting
that is present on the battlefield and the information
war that is directed to combatants and non-
combatants alike. The physical fighting aspect is ex-
perienced and the effects of the information war are
perceived by those that are exposed to these elements.
An important aspect to information war to consider is
that perception often trumpets reality when it comes
to shaping and influencing opinion. What is perceived
may not necessarily be true in the real sense, but it is
what a target audience is likely to react to.

Simplistic narratives have been orchestrated by
politics and perpetuated in the mass media. The way
in which the ‘reality’ is constructed leaves no room
for middle ground or compromise. Assad is personi-
fied as being the picture of evil and brutality, willing
to slaughter his own people for private gain (staying
in power). The insurgent and terrorist forces that are
aligned against him are pictured as fighting for Syr-
ia, democratic and an inclusive force for good, and
Syria’s bright future post-Assad. When this depic-
tion is subjected to critical analysis, the fagade soon
crumbles, and reveals that a lot of information that
contradicts this image is excluded from the news.
This adheres to Philip Taylor’s principle that if one
is to tell a lie, it is best to leave information out ra-
ther than tell a deliberate lie.

In order to shape and harness the power of pub-
lic opinion in order to realise pre-determined policy
there must be some sort of basis to generate and
influence a target audience. In this regard, the use
of a very specific system of rhetoric, descriptions
and labels are used to shape public perception of
the conflict. Rhetoric used in reporting varies de-
pending on who the subject of the reporting is at the
time. When describing and reporting on the actions
of Assad and those allied to him there is a distinct
tendency to use pathos, in order to try and illicit an
emotional response from the media consumer. The
desired response, given the nature of the labelling
and descriptions falls among the negative emotions
(loathing, hate, anger ... etc.). The actions of the
insurgents, US and its allies are hedged in logos.
Their actions, no matter how reprehensible are ex-
plained and justified in a calm and logical fashion.

There has been a call and an attempt to gener-
ate the demand for direct foreign military inter-
vention by the West in Syria. Two broad avenues
have been used. The first is to try and justify the
demand and need to protect Syrian civilians
against the Assad regime. That is the West is en-
gaging in an act of an unselfish and a good global
citizen that is enacting its R2P. A second means is
the attempt to portray Syria as a threat to neigh-
bouring countries and even the West, and there-
fore there is a sense of urgency to stop this from
happening. The stories concerning WMDs illus-
trate this particular attempt well.

TOpBIE PaCCMaTPUBAJIIKMCH B 3TOH pabOTE) TOTO, UTO CPEACTBA Mac-
cOBOM MH(OPMAIMU TPECTABISIOT HE3aBUCUMYIO, WITH KPUTHYE-
CKYIO MO3HIMIO B aHaiu3e BoWHbI B Cupuu. CTaThH, MOSBIISIONIH-
ecs B CPEACTBaX MAacCOBOM HMH(OpPMAalMH, MMEIOT TEHICHIINIO
COrJIalaThCsl C Pa3BEPHYTHIMU ITOBECTBOBAHUSIMH W apryMeHTa-
LIMeH, MpeaaraeMbIMU 3aaHbIMU TIOTUTUKaMU M TeMU APYTrd-
MU, KTO UMEET ONpeJIesIeHHbIi HaOOp COOCTBEHHBIX Y3KHX WHTE-
pecoB B CHpHUH ¥ TIBITAETCSI JOCTHYb CMEHBI PEXKHMAa.

CoBpeMeHHbIE BOMHBI COCTOAT M3 JIBYX 3JIEMEHTOB, KOTOPBIE
CYIIECTBYIOT OTHOBPEMEHHO: (pr3nueckorl 00phOBI, KOTOpast Ipo-
SIBIISIETCS Ha Tojie 005 ¥ MH(POPMALIMOHHOK BOWHBI, HAITPABJICHHON
Ha KOMOAaTaHTOB M HEKOMOATaHTOB, COOTBETCTBEHHO. DU3MYeCcKHit
acrieKT OOEBBIX JIEHCTBUII JOCTHTraeTcs OMbITOM, a A(PdeKThl OT
MH(OPMALIMOHHOM BOHHBI BOCIIPUHUMAIOTCSI TEMH, KTO TIO/IBEpra-
ercsi ee BO3/EHCTBUIO. BakHBIM acnekToM HH(OPMaIMOHHON
BOWHBI, KOTOPBI HEOOXOUMO YYHUTHIBATh, SBISIETCS TO, YTO BOC-
MPUSATHE YaCTO BO3BEIAET PeajbHOCTh, KOraa 3T0 Kacaercs (op-
MHPOBaHHsI MHEHUS M BJIMSIHUS HA Hero. To, 4YTO BOCIIPUHUMAETCH,
He 00513aTeNIbHO MOYKET OBITh BEPHO B IIPSIMOM CMBICIIE CIIOBa, HO
9TO TO, Ha YTO LieJIeBas AyJJUTOPHS, CKOpee BCEro, OTpearupyer.

YrpolieHHbIe ONMcaHus COOBITHI OPTraHNU3yIOTCS MOTUTHKAMHU
U YBEKOBEUHMBAIOTCSI B CPECTBaX MaccoBOH MH(popmarmu. To, Kak
BBICTPOEHA «PEaJbHOCTEY, HE OCTaBIISIET MECTa JUisl 30J10TOH cepe-
JIMHBI WK KOMIpoMHcca. Acall OlUIIETBOPSIETCSI CO 3JI0M H )KECTO-
KOCTBIO KaK YeJOBEeK, KOTOPBIA TOTOB YOWBaTh CBOHM HAapom paau
JIMYHOH BBITOJBI (Y4TOOBI OCTaThest y BinactH). IloBcTaHyeckue u
TEPPOPUCTUUECKHE CHJIbL, KOTOPHIE BBICTYMAIOT MPOTHUB HETO,
n300paXkaroTcs Kak Cuiibl, Oopromiuecs 3a CUpHIO, KaK JIEMOKpaTH-
YecKHe CWIbI 100pa, OOpromuecs 3a CBETIOe Oymylnee IMOCT-
Acanosckoit Cupun. Korma sta kapTuHa mopBepraercs KpHTHYe-
CKOMY aHaiu3y, TO ee (hacan ObICTPO pa3pyllaercs W 3a HUM OT-
KpbIBaeTCsl TO, YTO MHOTO MH(OpMaIiy, MPOTUBOpEYaIleld 3TOMY
TEeH/ICHIIMO3HOMY U300payKeHHIO, POCTO MCKITFOYEHO U3 HOBOCTEH.
Ot0 coorBercTBYeET NpuHIMITy dunumma Telnopa, CyTb KOTOpPOro
3aKIII0YaeTcsi B TOM, YTO €CJIM KTO-TO XOUYET COJraTh, TO JIydllle He
TOBOPHTB 3aBEJIOMYIO JIOXKb, & POCTO CKPBITh YaCTh HH(POPMAIHH.

Jiist Toro, uToOBI CHhOPMHUPOBATH U UCHONIB30BATH CHITY 0OIIIe-
CTBEHHOTO MHEHHS B IIEJISIX peaju3alliyl 3apaHee OmpeleieHHON
TIOJIUTUKH, JOJDKHA CYILECTBOBATh KaKas-TO OCHOBA JUISl BIIMSHUS
Ha [ENEBYIO ayIUTOPHIO. B CBS3M C 3TUM HCIIONB3yeTCsl OYeHb
crieruuIeckas CUCTeMa PUTOPUKH, ONHCAHHS W HaBEIIMBaHUS
SIPIBIKOB 1Sl (DOPMHUPOBaHMS OOIIECTBEHHOTO BOCTIPUSTHS KOH-
¢urkTa. Putopuka, ucnonabp3yemMasi B OCBEIIEHUH COOBITHI, Bapbu-
pyercs B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, KTO SIBJISIETCSI CyOBEKTOM TaKoro
OCBeIIeHus B TaHHOe BpeMst. [Ipu onucanuu u ocenienn B CMU
JieWcTBUM AcaJa U ero COIO3HUKOB CYILIECTBYET YETKasi TeHICHIIHA
K HCIIOJIb30BaHUIO Ma)oca Uil TOro, YTOOBI TOIBITATHCS IOCTUYb
NpeICTaBIEHHs Y OTpeOuTeNst MHGOPMAILIK O TOM, YTO 3TH JeH-
CTBUSI HE3aKOHHBI, U BBI3BaTh HETaTWBHBIA SMOLMOHAIBHBIA OT-
kK. JKenaemblil OTKIIMK, y4WTHIBas Xapakrep SPJIBIKOB M TEH-
JICHIIMO3HBIX OITUCAHUH, TePSIeTCsl CPeI OTPHUIATENBHBIX SMOIIUHA
(oTBpaieHye, HEHaBUCTh, THEB ... U T.n.). JlelficTBus MOBCTaHIEB,
CIIIA ¥ uX COIO3HMKOB 3aMacKUpOBaHbI clioBaMu. VX neicTBus,
KakiuMH OBl TPEJIOCYANTEIFHBIMIA OHU HU OBbLIH, OOBSCHSIOTCS U
OMpPAaB/IBIBAIOTCS B CIIOKOMHOM M TIOTMYHON MaHepe.

Jlis mpusbiBa M MONBITKH CO3JAHMSI CIIPOCa HA TPSIMYIO
WHOCTPaHHYIO BOCHHYIO MHTepBeHIUIo 3amana B Cupuu Obutn
WCIIONIb30BaHbl [1Ba IyTH. [lepBbIid 3akKiIroyaeTcs B IOIMBITKE
OlpaBJaTh CIPOC HAa HEOOXOMUMOCTh 3AIIUTHI CHUPUICKOTO
IPaXJaHCKOTO HaceNieHns1 OT pexuma Acafa. ITo 3HAYUT, YTO
3ama BOBJIEKACTCA B y4acTHE B MHTCPBCHIMH B PO OECKO-
PBICTHOTO U JOOPONOPSJOYHOIO Tpa)kIaHWHA MHpPa, KOTOPBIN
MPUHUMAET Ha ce0sl OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 110 3aIIuTe. BTOphIM cro-
co0OM SIBJISIETCS TTOMBITKA M300pa3utTh CHPHIO Kak yrpo3y st
COCEeTHUX CTpaH W Jiaxke JUisl 3amaja U TaKuM 00pa3oM CO34aTh
olIyIIeHHEe HEOOXOAUMOCTH CPOYHO OCTAHOBHUTH €€, YTOOBI 3TO-
ro He CIy4miIoch. PocckazHu 00 OpY»KHH MacCOBOTO YHUUYTOXKe-
HUSL XOPOUIO WITIOCTPUPYIOT AaHHBIE TOIBITKH.
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The final point to make is the issue of ‘inevi-
tability’ that permeates Western media reporting.
That is Assad and his regime is finished, so there-
fore why support him anymore as it is a futile ex-
ercise. By painting an ‘end game’ scenario in Syr-
ia, the idea is twofold. It is firstly, to try and con-
vince Syrian supporters of Assad to give up re-
sistance and join the ‘new’ Syria. And secondly, to
influence those countries that have not shown
support for the insurgents to do so, to ensure that
they are not left in the cold. The fact that this ‘in-
evitability’ is taking so long to be realised and
against all predictions, drives the desire to get
more deeply involved in overthrowing Assad by
all means, including direct military intervention.
Like other branded revolutions in the past, the
Arab Spring is proving no different in terms of the
large scale instability in the wider region being
caused in the name of ‘democracy’ being ‘promot-
ed’ from foreign sources. This may be the final
inevitability and verdict of these revolutions.

W, HakoHel, CyIIeCTBYyeT MpoOiieMa «HEH30eXKHOCTH», KO-
TOpas IPOHMU3BIBAET OCBELICHHE COOBITMH 3amagHbIMHU Cpel-
CTBaMH MaccoBoOil MHGOpManuu: ¢ ACaZioM U €ro PeKUMOM II0-
KOHUYEHO, TaK 3a4eM kK€ NPOJOoJDKATh €ro MOAJEpXKUBaTh, BCE
paBHO 310 OecnionesHo. [lo cuenaputo «Koner urps» B Cupun,
uzesd o HeM30eXKHOCTH IpeciefyeT ABe LenH. JT0, BO-IEPBHIX,
HONBITKA yOEAUTh CUPUHMCKUX CTOPOHHHKOB Acasa OTKa3aThCs
OT COIIPOTUBIICHNUS U NIPUCOEIUHUTHCA K «HOBOI» Cupui, U, BO-
BTOPBIX, NOBJIUATH Ha T€ CTPaHbI, KOTOPHIE HE OKa3bIBAIOT IOJ-
JEpPXKKy MOBCTAHLIAM, CIENaTh TaK, YTOObl OHM HE OCTAJHCh B
cropoHe. DakT, 4TO 3Ta «HEU3OEKHOCTH» 3aHMUMAET CIUIIKOM
MHOTO BPEMEHH Ul CBOEH peann3aliyl M BOIPEKH BCEM IPO-
THO3aM YCHJIMBAET JKeJlaHUe IPUHATH OoJiee aKTUBHOE yJacTUE B
CBEp)KEHUH Acajia BCEMH CPEACTBaMH, B TOM YHUCJIE IIyTeM Ips-
MOl BoeHHOHl uHTepBeHIMU. Kak u apyrue ¢upMeHHBIE PEBO-
JronMi B IponuioM, ApaOckas BeCHa HHUYEM He OTIMYaeTcs C
TOYKHM 3PEHUs] HaJIM4uKs OOJIBIINX MAacIITa00B HECTAOMIIBHOCTH B
PETHOHE B LIEJIOM, HECTAOMIBHOCTH, CO3aHHOI BO UM «AEMO-
KpaTHW», NpHIIENIIeH U3 MHOCTPaHHBIX HMCTOYHHKOB M «CIIO-
COOCTBYIOIIEI» CO3IaHUIO TAaKOW CUTYallUH. BBITh MOXET, 9TO —
OKOHYATeNbHas HeU30€KHOCTh U IIPUTOBOP ITUX PEBOIIOLIUH.

Ilepeboo c areruiickozo
Kanouoama gpusocogpckux nayx H.A. Byobapo
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